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LOCAL 
REMINISCENCE 
| of the 
Early History 
of 


BRIGHTON, IOWA 


by 
C.G.Heaco&k 


of the 
BRIGHTON ENTERPRISE 

1900 

PREFACE 


Brighton is one of the oldest communities west of the 
Mississippi river and for nearly a generation was known as 
a frontier town, It has a history of more than usual interest, 
dating from its early set&lement in 1837 down to the present 
time. Many of these incidents are so unusual as to make the 
narration of them read like a romance. 

During the winter of 1899-1900, the editor of the 
BRIGHTON ENTERPRISE collected data from the surviving old set- 
tlers and from alll other available sources and published & 
series of articles entitled "Loeal Reminiscence. These articles 
covered the most remarkable insidents in the early history of 
the community and are now reprinted and presented to the publis 

~~. through this little volume. 

This book is not a «trative, but each event or subject is 
treated independent of any ather, and each chapter is a complete 
story in itself. Even the question of priority was not coneidered 
except in a general way, but the later events will be found in the 
back part of the book. For the convenience of the readers ef 
the Enterprise who wished to preserve these articles in convenient 
form, and for all others interested in the early history of Brighton 
this little work is published by the author. 
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I 
THE CHOLERA SCOURGE 


Forty-five years ago (July 1854) Brighton was visited 
“by an epidemic of cholera, which for virulency and the per 
cent of deaths to the population has possibly not been ex- 
ceeded by any city or town in the country. There seems to 
have been no records kept or preserved, as to what did ac- 
tually occur in Brighton during that terrible July, and the 
matter has for some reason been entirely overlooked by the 
local and county historiahs. There is not a scrap on re- 
cord anywhere that we can find, about this important event 
in our local history, and it has already almost passed into 
tradition. | 

There are, however, several citizens still living in 
Brighton who were here in 1854 and passed safely through the 
terrible ordeal, and it is to the composite memory of these 
that we are indebted for the following acoount of the cholera 
an ‘Brighton. 

In the latter part of June, 185%, the family of William 
Trine, an uncle tc John and Tom Trine, arrived in Brighton 
from Ohio. They came to Burlington by steamboat, the mode of 
travel in those davs. At St. Louis the boat stonved, and as 
there was cholera in the city it i8 supposed some one came 
aboard with the germs of the disease, for quarantine regula- 
tions were very she those davs even in the larger cities. 
At any rate a few days after their arrival in Brighton one 


of the children, a littie daughter,was taken sick and died 
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with what proved to be a genuine case of the Asiatic cholera 


For somg@ reason the doctors failed to discover the nature of 
the disease until after the funeral. Of those who sat up at 
the wake nearly all took the cholera afterwards and died. The 
Trine child died on July lst, and was buried on the 3rd. The 
next day a varty of voung folks, some six or eight counvles, 
drove to Mt. Pleasant to obs seal a fourth of July celebration. 
While there one of the party, Samuel Garrett, was taxen sick 
and died the same day with the cholera. The body was not brot 
back to Brichton but was buried at Mt. Pleasant. 

By this time the veorle of Brirhton fully realized what 
was in store for them. Nearlv the wtole vonulation had been 
exposed through these cases. The town was small then, verhans 
one-half its present size and not incorvorated. There were no 
town authorities to take charse, and no quarantine laws to 
govern anythin, so that the people who had been exvosed went 
and came as thev pleases. During the ccare that followed, a 
great many peovle left town, so after the exodus there could 
hardly have been over 250-300 meonle left. Of these about 
one-tenth died over the next three weeks. Nearlv all the 
survivors that we have talked with agree that the number of 
deaths in Brighton that month was about 25. Some vlace the 
figures higher and some lower but the consensus of opinion 
is 25 for the month. There is nothing at all to rely upon but 
the memory of those who passed throursh it, and memory rrows 
treacherous after the lapse of nearlv half a century. But as 
we are able to collect a list of 21 names of those who died, 
which list is avproved by all our authorities, it is quite 


probable there were enoush more whose names have slinped the 


memory of all, to bring the number of victims to at least 25. 


All agree that the burials averaged one a day from start fo 
finish of the epidemic which continued through nearly the - 
entire month. The list of deaths from cholera which we have 


collected is as follows; 


Little Miss Trine Samuel garrett 

Mrs. Varrett Mr. Lumsford 

Ed Lunsford Noah Tuvover 

Dr. John Ferree David Ferree 

Thomas Hennine Mrs. Tersey Ferree 
Horace Carventer Mrs. S. Gooderel 
Mre, Re Matvienhey Simon Parshal 

2 Blisfield chilcren Allen Henderson 

Wm. Blissfield Mee. 5, Sirest eld 
Dr. Sale's child Mre. Maker 


Mre, Blissfield was e daugsher of Allen Henders-n a farmer 
who lived east of torn on what is still‘nown as Henderson Creek, 
After Mr. Blissfield died she took. the survivine children and 
went to her father's hovse where sre and her father Both died of 
cholera a fev davs later. 

John Ferree was a vouns doctor ‘ust beseinnine to practice 
in a neiphboring town. He cane home to be with bis parents 
through the trouble and took the cholera. Ue recovered, however, 
and to sho his comtemot for the disease, went out into the garden 
and ate a green cucumber. He tool down again and died. 

Fright seemed to attract the diesesse and when anyone got 
thoroughly scared he was a poner. Thev lasted from 6 to 96 hours 
after the disease ceurht them and the sufferinre was horrible. The 
flesh seemed to cet soft, di ssolve and pass off in the excretions, 
and while this was taxing place there were horrible gripdngs in 
the bowels, which was usuallv fatal. There were only five who 
Survived a genuine attack of the disease, so far as we can learn. 
Of these, Samuel Safer is the only one now living, the others 
being Mrs. George Trine, Reuben Israel, Gilbert Toole and Anson 
Moore, | 

The Brighton doctors then were Prizer, Stone, Mealey. 


Mealey left town after his wife died leaving the other two to 


combat the disease alone. They did all thev could, which was but 
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. 
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little to relieve the pain. There was no known remedy for the disease. 
They used whiskey mm and camphor for internal and external application, 
Ths stock of coffins was soon used up and Geo. Trine was kept busy 
cay and night trying to suoply the demand. If there was no coffin to be 
had there was no delay on that account, but the corpse was put into a 
rough box and buried. Graves were kevt dug ahead so that no time might 
be lost in getting the bodies under ground where they could not contaminat 
The town, of sourse, was isolated during th period of the epidemic. Some 
country people who had relatives in town came in occasionally to hear of 
them or bring them something, but there was no communication or business 
fions with the outside world except what was absolutely necessary. Country 
people for miles around kept their windows and doors closed when the wind 
was blowing from towards Brighton. 
Finally on Friday about the last of July the citizens got a practical 
idea into their heads and went down to the river where all hands went to x 
work to build a primitive lime kiln. They were going to disinfect the 
town. Some took axes and cut timber while others quarried limestone. 
In a few hours thev had about ten cords of wood and and logs piled up 
with as many loads of limestone on ton of it. It was the funeral pyre 
of the cholera demon in Brighton. On Punday following volunteer teams 
were busy, and at night there was not a cellar, outhouse or cessvool 
in town but what was thorougly saturated with lime. The streets and alley 
and back yards and manure ~iles were all sorinkled with the disinfectant. 
A rain came Monday and slacked the lime vurifyinge the hot damp atmosphere 
and that was the last of cholera in Brighton. There were no deaths after 
the town got salted with lime. 


ime 
Murder and Romance 


About eleven o'clock a.m. on the llth day of Sept 1843, a man 
rode up to the home of R@S. Mills, 7 miles west of Brighton, and demanded 
that he go with him to a voint on Middle Creek av-out 8 miles west o f 
where Oskaloosa now stands, and hold an inquest upon the body of one 
Wm. J,hnson who had been murdered in his cabin. Our venerable townsman 
R.S.Mills, had been elected a Justice of the Peace in 1842 and was acting 
coroner for Washington county, which then included for judicial purposes, 
the present counties of Keokuk and Mahaska. 

After a hast.dinner Mr Mills and his guide set out on horseback on 
their 45 mile journey to the lox cabin. They galoved alone over the 
prairies and through the timber, following the Indian trail, for the 
intervening country was not then selltled up with white men. Onlv one 
or two settlers cabins were passed on the route until they neared Middle 
Creek at the end of their journey, where there was a small white settle- 
ment. 

He arrived at the scene of the murder just at sundown and founda 
score of excited neigh>ors who had gathered about the cabin waiting 
for the officer of the law to arrive and take charge. The dead man lay 
upon the floor of his cabin just where ha had faller two nights before, 
when the assassin voked his gun between the chinks of the cabin and fired 
the fatal shot. The crowd also had a man by the name of Job Peck in 
their custody accused of the murderahd ther were ominous mutterings 
and threats of lynching which tne esquire had some trouble to restrain. 

It was found to be tco late to do anything that nicht except to 
appoint a constable and have him summon witnesses and a cororners jury 
to meet the next afternoon. The jury found that Wm. Johnson came to 
his death by a gunshot wound inflicted by Job Peck, and upon this 
authority X Esq. Mills issued a warrant charging Peck with murder and 
made it returnable at his office. A coffin was made of vuncheon by 
the neighbors who cut 3 lynn tree for the purpose, and the murdered 
Hea was vuricS at dusk tefore the verty of 10 or 12 started for 
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Brighton to hold the preliminary trial. 

Just before daylight the party came to the cabin of Mathew Kinsman, 
where they sot a breakfast of corn-bread, milk and potatoes. They also 
found John N. Kinsman here visiting his brother. John was the deouty 
sheriffof Washineton county at that time and the orisoner was turned 
over to him, and he accomna:iied the varty to Esq. 's,lls' office. 

Upon beine arraircned for trial Job Peck plead suiltyv tc the charge 
of killing Wm. Johnson and recited all the circumstances. Upon this 
confession Esq. Mil’s held the orisoner to the grand jury and committed 
the prisoner to jail without bail. The devutyv sheriff then took the 
orisoner to Washineton. 

At the October teri of court peck was indicted, but at the trial 
in November he was acquitted. Hisorrevious confession covld not be used 
arainst him and there were extenuating circumstances that created a 
Sympathy among the Jurors. It was shown that Johnson had an old enemy 
and that a strancer w.2s overheard, to sav that he would kill Johnson on 
Sirht. This created 2a gorbt which the jury seized uvon to acquit Pec, 
thourh there can be no dwbt that he and no one else did the killing. 


THE RDCANCE 

In 1832 cefttain Canadians dissaticfied with the local rovernment, 
Sue veces (revolt wale wt tracted anumber of adventiirers includine sove 
American aritators. Amone then was a man named “im. Johnson, who gained 
Some smotoriety “asvan serican soy in the war of 1912. As a lender of 
the revolt he succeeded in bunine the Canadian steaner "Sir Robert Peel", 
One or the finest vescels on the S®. Lawrence River. This outrage attract 
the notice of both countries and a revard was offered by both rovernments 
for his apprehension, so he was comvelled to flee to the Thousand Isles 
Bor calety a) He was accompanied in his flisht by a beartiful rounm lady, 
WhO, Gieguisectes te bor, brourht hin orovisions and warned him of avvroach 
ing dancer. Thev had a canoe and neandered swiftly amons the islands 
when versued, and carried it across a n&ck of land when necessary toavoid 
mies enemies.» He hada secret hicing olace on the islands where the sirl 
would carry him crovisions for daysat a time when versuit was hot. 

hey ieee teanelivyecantured by the (1S. officers and, taken to Albany,, but 
nothing was done with him and he was released without fallins tnto the 
hands of the Canadian covernennt where he would not have fnrred so well. 

Johnson then took the cirl who »acsed as his dauchter, Kit, and 
Vemmevres ts vOlOovewovuyv, The lecizinture was in secrion there and Col. 
Wm. Johnson cut quite a swathd with them rs the hero of the Canadian 
revolt Ot 1553* introdciucine the girl ar the "Queen of the Thorsand Isles" 
and regzaling the lawmakers with embellished accounts of his efforts to 
annex Canada. He was honored b° a seat on the floor of the house, and 
was toasted by the lerislators, but got no financial aid from them. He 
then went to the reogravhical center of Buchanan county and tried to 
Bulio a town, but failed in that and gettins into financial straits 
organized a band of horse thieves. It was not long until the orficers 
of the law got after him and he fled to what is how Mahaska county and 
. took up his abode in the cabin where he was murdered Seot.9, tRBRx 1843 
as previously stated. 

The following soring a family by the name of Peck xeusind settled 
on Skunk river about four miles from Col. Johnson's cabin, and built 
@erist mill. Johnson and his dauvrhter, so called, went to live with 
‘the Peck family. During the summer an attachment grew up between Kit 
Pus overece, & yoiunre man of about 21 years, son of .the oroorietor of 
the mill. J_hnson was greatly enrazed when he found this out and took 
the girl and moved back to his own cabin on Middle creek. But the 
young lovers were not so esrilv thwarted. One dav soon after while old 
Bill Johnson was out in the woods on a bee hunt, young Job Peck cane up 
4o the cabin leadinre an extra horse. Kit was at home alone and evidently 


him for soon after they were seen +o ride away together. Thev went 
straight to Fairtield where they acrived the next day in tine to get 
By lieence and wers immedic*el:; marricds, They then rode out four.miles 


from Fairfield to the home cf Col Alexander McClarev who was 7 relat iwe 
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of Peck's and there put uo for the nicht. 

When Johnson got home that evening from his bee hunt and found 
“Kit gane he did not suspect the truth, but went to bed expecting her 
to turn up at a neighbor's i:. the morning. When morning came and the 
girl did not put in an apvearance, he went to a neighbor's cabinchalf 
a mile away and there learned that Kit and a young man had passed there 
the day before on horseback going east. Johnson then started in pursuit 
and about midnight arrived at the residence of Col Alexander McClarey's 
and demanded admittance, which was given hom. 

He then went to the room occupied by the bride and groom and with 
@ revolver in each hand commanded Job to lie still and ordered Kit to 
get up and dress herself. Both orders were obeyed. JoObnson then took 
the girl and placing wkm her upon the horse behind him rode back to 
his cabin with her. 

With her husband in jail and her father (?) dead, Kit still had 
friends and when a sheriff from the northern part of the state apveared 
in the neighborhood With a warrant for her arrest as an accomplice of 
Wm. Johnson in his horse stealing campaign, she was secreted and finally 
sent to Pittsburg, where she remained until after her husband was 
acquitted of the charge of murder. Even Peck did not know what had be- 
come of his wife until some time after his release fom jail, when he 
got the information from R.S.Mills who was into the secret. He then 
went to Pittsburg and brought her .back to the old mill farm near 
Oskaloosa, where in svite of the associations they lived happily for 
several years. They 2fterwards moved to California where thev raised 
@ nice and respectable family and prospered until the death of Job Peck 
Many years after. 

The bridezroom who Had his bride so ruthlessly snatched away from 
him, was voprsuaded not to follow which would mean sure death to him. 
That night about eiszht o'clock as Johnson stood in his cabin, he was 
shot dead, as before narrated, by Job Peck. Thus ended the career of 
a noted adventurer and criminal. After the burial Job Peck who was 
present, but a prisoner with his hands tied behind him, steoved over 
the grave and said: “Now d--n you, steel another man's wife." 
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PORK PACKING IN BRIGHTON anf: 


IT i8 not generally known, but nevertheless it is true, that at 
‘one time Brigkton was the greatest pork packing center in Iowa, west 
of Burlington. In the early history of the town it is stated upon 
good authority that as many as 10,000 hogs were sold and packed in 
Brighton in one year, 
At the arrival of the first settlers in 1838 and until about 1843, 
there were no survlus hogs here , excevt some rail splitters running 
wild in the woods, the entire crov being in demand by the arriving 
new settlers for breeding purposes and for local consumption. About 
the year 1844 it was found necessary to seek a market for the surplus 
pork. Burlington was the nearest available market and the settlers 
drove their hogs to that place, requiring about four davs to make the 
journey. Packers in those days would not buy hogs alive, but but chered 
them and paid so much ver hundred pounds for the dressed hogs. They, 
however, charged nothing fut the offal for killings and dressing the 
pork. Risk, Washburn and Downs are among the early settlers now living 
in town who drove hogs to Burlington that year. The trio, including 
the time required in Burlington while waiting for the hors to be 
Slaughtered, took abou. 10 davs. The orice received was “1.25 per 
100 lbs. for hogs that dressed less than 150 lbs; $1.50 for hogs that 
dressed over 150 and less than 200; and $1.75 per hunéred for those 
Over <—~ 1bDs cCressed weight. The long drive took the flesh off the 
hogs and they came into market in poor condition. 
The great difference in tne price of light and heavy hogs removed 
any temptation to raise the razor back breed, which were better 
travelers but poor sellers. R.C.Risk savs his pork averaged $1.50 
per 100 in Burlington that year and that was the ruling vrice in those 
days. 
It was generally agreed about this time that Burlington as a market 
for live hogs was a failure, so far as Brighton was concerned. There 
was, of course, no means of transportation and the drive was too mueh 
for fat hogs. 
At that time the late I.H.Friend was running a store in Brighton 
and had been for several vears. His trade was largely with the Indians, 
@a village of which was located just above Sandy Hook. He also sold 
goods to the citizens and settlers for many miles around, there being 
no town of any consequence then west, of here. There was very little 
Money iecicculation sand ir. sriend.sold goods, largely for..trade 
taking in exchange such marketable articles or vroducts as he could 
haul to Burlineton in the wagons he sent after his merchandise. 
At first it did not seem feasible to take vork in exchanze on account 
of its bulk, but thexxeentuxexthexxnextxyeax being a man of energy and | 
enterprise he made the venture the next year and filled a cellar full | 
of pork which was salted dry. This he did not sell at Buklington but 
shipped direct to Philadelohia and made a fair profit, thought he paid 
the Burlington price. i 
The first venture encovraged Mr. Friend to enlarge the pork branch : 
of his business and when the winter of 1846-47 came he had enlarged 
his plant which was in a building about where the Midland Hotel now ; 
stands. Here he had a force of men at work cutting uv the carcasses 
as they were brought in dressed by the farmers. As yet he had done 
no butchering. The farmers butchered at home and brot in the dressed 
hogs by the wagon load, the price ranging all the way from $1.25 to 
#2,.00 per 100 lbs. The carcasses were sut up by the workmen, the hams i 
Bhoulders and side meat being slated away in the cellar under Mr. 
Friend's store. The fats were sold for what they would bring and the 
finest sausage meat went besging in Brighton at one cent a pound. 
Heads, feet and ribs were given away to all who asked and wagon loads [ 
were hauled out and dumped upon the vrairie for wolves & dogs to i 
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quarrel over. Mr. Friend made some money off his vork again this 

year and the next year enlarged his plant and commenced to do some 
butchering for such as vreferred to sell that wav. The butchering 

was done this year at the foot of Brighton hill. Here poles were 

set to string the carcasses unvon, but no building was erected. Geo. 
Downs Bad charge of the cuttine and trimming department up town and 
with his help they handled about 75 hogs a day. 

He now began to have some comnetition. Samuel Heaton, another 
merchant, bought and packed a builcinge full of pork this season, 
Possibly there were other local dealers who handled dressed pork in 
@ small way in their regular trade, but only Friend and Heaton en- 
gaged any wavs extensively in the »ork avckine business in Brighton. 

This year vork went uv & Mr. Friend made a handsome vrofit. On 
one shinment which included over 5,000 hams, he cleared over $6,000. 

The next year, 1847-48, was the heaviest pork packing year in the 
history of Brighton. Mr. Friend not had a regular packing house, a 
long building erected on the lot where lirs. Richardson now lives on 
Fountain Street. The front room of the establishrent was occtpied 
by the furnace and big renderinz tanks where the offal of all kinds, 
including whole hors that died of injury or disease were thrown inand 
the lard extracted and sole to the grease factories. This dent. 
was in charge of Fred Adler, now a wealthy farmer, of Walnut township, 
who was brourht here from Burlington by Mr. Friend on account of his 
exverience in that line of work. Water was turned in the tants and 
the mess was cooked until the lard had all raised and been skimmed 
off the tov, when the water was run off down the ravine and the mass 
of filth dumped outside to be disvosed of as refuse matter. 

Aaron Richardson had eharge of the lard rendering machinery in 
an adjoining room. 

Next came the cuttins rpom with George Downs in charge. He 
had two men to hel» him and thev cut up 4,500 hogs for Mr. Friend 
that season, 

The killine and dressing department was in charge of Jacob 
Hefflefinger, who with six assistants, did the butchering. Another 
force of men took the hams, shovlcers and bacon to the vacking rooms 
ana slated itv) This season not.only the bi~- cellar but 2 or 3 vacant 
houses were filled with salted meat. 

One Saturday in the midst of the tkm season there came a thaw. 

Mr. Friend then had about 500 dressed hogs piled up ahead of the 
cutters. Most of these had been vourchased ready dressed and the 
frozen garcasses were corded up outside the building. There was 
danger of losing this meat on account of the thaw, it is was not salted 
immediately. In this emergency Mr. Friend rolled out a barrel of very 
fine port wine which he had brought home from Philadelphia, and put 

@ faucet in it. He then announced that the packinz house would be 
open for business Sunday and that the barrel would be on tan during 
the day, free to all workmen. Evervbody drank liquor those days, but 
as this port wine was something extra, and above the grade of raw 
whiskey sold in Brighton saloons, it is said every man reported for 
duty that Sunday morning. 

The sledding was good that winter, 2 feet of snow having fallen 
in Nov., and Mr. Friend had teams hauling the salt cured meat to 
Burlington as fast as he could, to make room in the bie cellar formore. 
Geo. Downs savs he helped load as many as 10 or 12 sleds a day for 
Burlington. 

But when this threatened thaw came Mr. Friend was obliged to get 
more packing room, and on this Sunday a log house that stoom on the 
hill near Tom Woods vresent residence, was filled with vork and salted. 

The next year 1848-49, as near as we can learn, the packing house 
was run about to its full canacity, but perhans not quite so many 
hogs were butchered as the year before. 
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The Cal. gold kumtmexx excitement of 1849 interfered9owith the 
pork business the next year. During the summer of '49 Mr. Friend had 
fitted out: a train of gold seekersOof which we shall. speak more fully 
in a future article) which took away several of his workmen and 
occupied much of his attention. “ome hogs were killed and packing 
done in the early winter of 1849, but that finished the packing 
business in B ighton. The next summer Mr. Friend BHitted out another 
Paetiense expedition and went with it to the coast where he remained 

years, 

Memory of the vork business was kept green in Brighton almost to 
this day Dy the briney taste of the water in the public well in front 
of Friend's store. This was caused it is said, by the alt from the 
cellar filling the earth about the well and washing down. Now after 
50 years the water is acain fresh and fit to drink. 


A BEAR HUNT 


During the early autumn of 1848 some children on their way home 
from school saw what they took to be a bic black dog running thru the 
hazel brush on Beer Branch about a mile southeast of Brighton. No 
such dog was known in the neighborhood and the children's story 
created considerable interest, many believinzs it was not a dog but 
some wild animal they had seen.The following Sunday while going home 
from church at Brighton Jesse Hawthorn saw tracks in the dust of the 
road which he identified as the footprints of a bear. He called Ed 
Murray who was also on his way from church and they followed the tracks 
into a vatch of sweet corn which was just in roasting ear stage. A 
hasty examination showed that Bruin the had been there but gone. It 
had evidently been feeding on the green corn. The men were not 
satisfied and went on home to prepare for a grand bear hunt on the 
morrow. In the morning bright and early there was gathered tocether 
on what is now known as the James Robinson farm, a varty of armed men 
and a pack of about 15 hounds. Among the men were Jesse Hawthorn, 

Ed and Lysle Murray, Robert Gillis & John Messner and their boys. 

They started out to hunt for the bear, going direct..to the patch of 
sweet corn where the hounds soon took the scent. In a short time 

they had the bear treed and the hounds were all barking around under 
the tree. The brush was so thick it was hard for a man to get thru 
it. Lysle Murray was the first to get to the tree, but before he 
could get a shot, the bear doubled up and dronned down amone th dogs, 
lighting on his hind feet at the first bound. Just then Lysle fired 
and broke one of his forepaws. Thus crippled the cear was unable to 
knock off the dogs as fast as they came at him and soon gave up the 
fight & started to run into the brush.. As the dogs chased it about 
the men watched their opportunity and fired five more bullets into it. 
But still it fought off the dogs and kept running. Robert Gillis,a 
brother-in-law of John Messner, was the tallest man in the crowd. He 
got in the second shot but missed a vital sovot and the bear took after 
him. He was a good sprinter and svectators watched his head bobbing 
&@long above the hazel brush with the bear close in his wake. But the 
harassing dogs soon demanded Bruin's attention and the man was saved. 
When the dogs got too many the bear would stand erect and knock them 
off with his sound arm, but could not hug or rip them open on account 
of his one broken foreleg. It was encaged in this act when John 
Messner came up and fired the final shot that killed the first and 
Only bear that was ever killed at Brighton since the settlement of 
the town. It was a male black bear and weighed between 400 & 500 lbs. 
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bear hunt, concluded 


After holdinse a jubilee over the dead same the varty beran to 
consider means of cetting their quarry home. It was imvossible to 
drive a wacon into the dense brush and the brute was most too heavy 
to carry. Finally they tied his sour feet tocether and run a big 
long vole between them. With about three men under eavh end they 
shouldered the burden and wedged their wav throuch the brush to the 
road. Thev took it on down to Hawthorn's hovce where 41t was skinned 
and dressed and the meat divided uv amone the nertv. “ome of the 
meat was sold in Brizkton and was in great demand. Everybody »ros 
nounce: it fine eatine. The skin was sole to I.H,. Friend and we 
Supoose went to make a set of fine furs for some aristovratic eastern 
lady. John Nessner rot over a half rallon of bear oil out of his 
nortion and kept some of it for nearly 50 vears. 

Oo trace of any other bear was ever found in the vicinity and 
it is quite likely this fellow had straved aveav from his home farther 
north, altkouch in an earlier dav thev were comznon in varts of Iowa, 
From anvearances he ke¢ been in tre brush on Beer Branch for about 
tensceyeeioraccneyfor food at nicnt. But fortunately for the pirs 
and lems and school children he seems to have been a strict 
vereterian and ate nothine but eveet corn. 


NAVIGATTOD OF SKUNK RIVER 
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Cuneo elute, =aee ote Towagny en; iccrine tne sorinc’floods,-avennli 
PecomsCnr wenrean elo. cov iknevathetehennel, imichtohovercone vo as 
Petee- wo) LON pemee te. UCL Exy Sexven! tent vo: never tried. °Itois 
ftamuecaret Garieemelincteo~eecicans un the river as farcas*wilson 
Cpewieotan., ©) leecane,g2a.therhivaten, buteno rerevlar Linerofrtraftt 
ever reachec even that point. 

Thesonl vacratt tlencer thennnansrndientsenocrthat .¢ever rea 
Brighton was a Keckincw boet trat cene ur from F*. Mddison in larch 
1833, Detore any Mill Gous hac been built to obstruct the river 
THAG Soa. eveoe her casa ty hs on.adheon bywa consanyuof “six syoung ne 
omnes Lies sosrdamenecoe weotcacer inca Wassagtolif ine homes vin «the 
then far west. These»ren were Edvin ¢@,Zenry Boardman, 3.°.Tuell, 
Nome ooy peer pekancalileéalireslumiss,; akbsof whor ‘took clainsinear 
Brighton.  2kev also*ebuilts»thesseconéshouse ever,erected in Brinton 
& lived 4n it together Gr mwiat“eleess wone Glanily iomrcac celors. 

AtbsFt..Madison on their way here thevehired a Mackinaw “boat & 
Isadedubtiwithtevuch snows hove send -svpnlicems ther owfouldmoe lively 
to need sin makingz:a home in the vilderness., Here ‘ther met Seneca 
Beamer hoOntviahebistraniiysand the favtlyveof. Slits “ashburn were 
on their way to what is new Brichton., The vat was a huge bulk of a 
thing like 2 canal bon* with no s2¢eci2l eens of locomction, used 
to float freicht down the Miss., tering the shore into local sorts, 
and then generally beine towed bac’: upetreatr. there was room enough 
itt OT wee Maa hburn cond feecechefameties and their roods, so 
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arrangements were made for all to come together. After the boet 
entered the mouth of Skunk river it was found to be hard sledding 

& slow traveling. The Washburns and Beach family came overland by 

wagon but,left their goods on the boat. Much of the way the boat 

had to be pulled with long roves, fastened to trees ahead, the poles 

and paddles beinz unequal to the task of resisting the current of 

the river where the boat had to travel to find deeo water. After 

3 weeks of arduous labor the cargo was landed a few miles below Brighton 
and the boat sent back to Ft. Mddison without waiting for a return 
cargo. This ended the river freighting business upstream to Brighton. 

It was thought, however, that produce could be floated down the 
river on flatboats and find its way to market cheaver than by the mud 
road & ox team means of transportation of these early davs. The first 
Man to make the experiment was G.W.Twell, and it ended in disaster. 

In 1843 Brighton farmers were getting rid of their ox teams and re- 
placing them with horses. This made beef cheap and Mr.Tuell, as a 
specul tion, bought up a lot of oxen and slaughtered them on the 

Hart (now hitacre) farm two miles west of Brighton. He then built 

a large flat boat anc loaded it with this beef and sore other products, 
and started for ST. Louis. All went well until they reached Wilson's 
mil?, near Mt. Pleasant, where the coat ‘got stuck on the dam and went 
to cieces. The cargo was a complete loss and the crew came near being 
drowned. “Mr, Tuell sued the dam owner for the value of his cargo, 

but after much litigation he lost his case, the court deciding that 
the Skunk wast not 2a nivirable river, but a water vover stream wrere 
mill dams held the richt of wav. 

The next year. 13445°"%m."Compton mede a boat and loaded it 
footer OOLavves. THis Dost cot throurcmito St. Lotiseall richt 
where the cargo was sold at a good mrofit & Brighton began to be re- 
garded as a river port. 

Tne mwext wear, I.H.Priend and Samuel Heevton, the two. lesding 
merchants: of Brighton each built a flat boat and loaded them for 
St. Louis. These boats were well built anc fitted with boarding 
accomodations for a crew of five men. Friend's boat was loaded 
with 450 barrels of flour, while Heaton's cargo consisted principally 
of 1500 bushels of wheat. they each carried some pork and other 
products. 

These boats left Brighton on the same dav end traveled together, 
tying up every night to avoid accidents. Jacob Peasley built Heaton's 
boat and had charge of it. Before leavine Brighton Heaton told him 
he -wust land the boat in St. Louis or in hell, ‘and’ he vromised he 
would land it in one or the other of those ports. The water was 
JUSt Tight stases; hieh but not full of drift wood and danserous snags, 
and after safely junpings seven dams in Skun’ river, and several narrow 
escaves, they reacke the Mississipoi where they hed easy sailing to 
Stee LOULS 

These boats meade thier owners some money but for some reason no 
further attempt was made until 1851, the year of the highfwater. 

This year J.G.McCullough, who hed charge of I.H.Friend's business 
druing the latter's absence in Cal. concluded to tazxe advantage of 
the high water and float another cargo to St. Louis. He employed 
weeopecnater to build & boat which’ was 40 ft. long & 18 ft. wide. 
Samuel Shafer helned build the boat. They first cut a bir walnut 
tree up the river, hewed out the gunnals and floated them down the 
river to where the boat was built and loaded at the mouth of the 
Stream that enters the river a few rods west of the mill. The sides 
of the boat was made of two inch plank grooved together and the hull 
was coveredwith pitch inside and out. A false bottom was put in & 

2 punps rigged up to dispose of the leakase. This boat wasabout 

6 ft. deep with a raft-like deck covering, upon which was fitted 
the livine accomodations for the crew. 
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he boat was loaced with a cargo vrincipnally of corn and broom, worth 
bout §200, the corn being bought for 10 cents a bu. 

_ The day of starting drew a big crowd of svectators from town and the 
oat moved ovt of the creek and jumped the dam verv gracefully. The crew 
as ingood spirits and felt eherselves heroes already as the 20nulace cheered, 
nd waved them adieu. But alas, we cannot know what an hour may bring forth! 
he crowd of spectators, or some of them went over the bluff to watch the boat 
ome around the bend. They watched and waited until at last they say the deck 
f the boat floatine in the current with the crew on too @f it calling for 
help. It was etident there had been wa a shiowreck and a life saving crew 
as needed. The wreckarce floated near enoush the bank for the men to throw 
a hawser to land and the crew were nulled to shore and rescued. The current 
had been too strong for the steering apparatus and the soat Bot out of the 
pilot's control and was carried into the flooded woods where it encountered 
@ snac which stove a hole in the vorow and the foat filled with water & went 
down, Fortunately the dedk had not been well nailed down and it floated off 
with the crew safely aboard while the hv1ll vulled loose and went down with all 
the carceo. The cargo was a total loss except some of the brooms which caught 
in dt#ftwood and were gathered uo with skxiffs. some of the corn was hauled ax 
away when the water wernt dovn but it was avout worthless. The catfish got m 
most of the corn and 211 that sunmer bic fat fish were causht below the dam 
with their cron full of corn, 
| Prieeewas tueeiast rpiver.cerco that ever left tne mort of Brighton, tho a 
Inumber of trios to 8t. Louis were meade in skiffs afterwards. 
: A few vears azo a little steazboat was sent to Briznton and ovcrated one 
isummer by Wes @ Mert Griffith, but it onlv had a range of 2 miles un the 
iriver and was catronized by vicnic parties. One dav a vartv from Briznaton-- 
the Terry & Tracy fanilies--were aboard when the thins threatened to blow up. 
\Escaoing steam nearly snothered the vassenzers before the craft was brot to 
fland and they scrambled uv the bani. Just then soreone hacvened alonz who 
understood magkingerxy enzines and te quieted the machinery. Soon after this 
the boat was hauled to Brighton and shinoned away. 
| The coppock park property includes a little steamer which will, 
when it feels good, carry a dozen or wore »neonle between Conoock & Trite's 
morn emclesday «during a picnic at Trites' Park a same of base ball took a 
|large number of the excursionists across the river. At train time the 
isteamer refused to work and two or three skiffs had to hustle to vet the 
Browowmeacross in tine.to cateh the train for home. 

In view.of all these past exveriences it is safe to sav that Brighton 

is not, nor never was a river port. 
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f cor uous piel westince high water. In those davs there were no steam 
ills and no flour or teal was shinned in. The water ~itls dic custom 
exclusively, taking out one tenth as tol] to nav for crincine. This 
resresented the commercial bvsiness--the flour or meal solé fron the mill 
On stores. Evervbody vent ot nill to cet their brerd stuffs. 
ae .b0t' In the soriuc of 1°Fl the ise vent out with a flood and the crist 
nills Bl) Bet dorm, es is the custons to weit for tne river to =o Gorn. This 
eet is fms, eu the vatertweuall subsides 'vithin a vee? or ten divs 
and nobody suffers anv inconvenience but the millers. this vear however the 
water did not subside for six consecutive months 2nd fron Varch until late in 
August not a yvound of flour or epon menl was Froun® at eny of the Skun™ river 
milis.- a , ; 
At first those wo vere out of me2l or flour borrowed of tzeir neighbors 
& no concern was felt, for suc’ ax a tuine ac the “ills stoo-ins on account 
of tich water rad freouently haccened before. But 2 tre rains continued & 
the mills remained idle, the loe2l sv x-:ly o f bresd stuffs soon becavs ex- 
hausted. The roade vere alvost tmracesable vith pes. His tates, and absent 
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J.G."*cCullcuzh, who wa unnins Friend's store eee to «et two barrels 

of flovr un fron SET ed on dur ioretheteumer which ho, revales ot ag cents 

@ round. Th's suxslied the inveliés and other wro had to have it, anc that 
5 


4s about all the flovr Brishton consuneé for sove rontts. After tat 
flour & meal was sone, the people hoiled*corn and ste it, livins Witcra ity 
Onehos- enc hoziny, for %ork waseclenty. Sorte edoked the corn “ron blocks of 
vood and made a co2rse corn brend in the orinitive vey and for over 2 months 
that was the only bread to be found on the tables of ever the wealthiest 
citizens. Fahour or meal covl4 not be hae for love nor nonev, Tor there ves 
none in the ccunty. 

But Brighton alwavs rises equal to any everbeency ara tre Saif-st=rved 
4nhabit2erts met this one in treri chrracteristic war. 
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Three vears before, Friend ard Goocerel hac buds. "a" steer savemiit 
at the foot of Brichton hill on the site afterwords occuxied b: the olc tan- 
nery. Pine lumber had net renaczed this marveteret. "ana rrs e eouser vere 
conins into fashion to replace tte nrititive Lor nit. “nis made a hevey 
denand for native sawed lemter esnecially doarés, the timbers Teln- 217 hewn 
out in those @1-s. But at this varticuler tite the seorle were more corcerned 
about cettinz something to eat than thes were in builfine new houses A Dlany 
was then suszested to convert this caw mill into a tem-orary grist zill, xk 


which met witt ceneral a>rvroval. : 
Criszen's 


At that time there wee an old grist mill of ees size at 
Slough. It stood about where the cgunty bridce now sogans the sloush. it 
was built by a nan by the name of C inven, and the slouch was o2ened uo 
as a tail race, tappine the dam nbove the owners land. It seems to have been 


run by stolen water power and never was in much favor with tre neovle, tho 
4% had two sets of burrs, one for flour and another for meal. this ill hed 
fallen into disuse and at this varticular time was nearly under water. It 
could only be avproached by bo2t. 

One day 12 or 14 good Btout men from Brighton went down to the swollen 
river, got the ferry boat and nacdled it across the river an¢ over the flooded 
bottom to the old Cripper mill. *hev lashed her anoncside the frane, which 
atill stood, tho denuded of the sidine and weatherboards to let the flood 
pass throuch. They soon located the burrs which were about 4 ft. under water. 
It was not lon- until they hed the corn birrs loosened ané derric*xed uoon the 
ferry boat, together with such necessary fixtures as could be vsed in as 
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attachine it to the saw mill machinery, The ferry then recrossed the river 
and was met on this side with teans, 2nd in two hours men were at work 
converting the saw mill into a corn meal gsrist-mill. 

The sterving veovle had alreadv becun to line un in front of the mill 
with their grists awaitine their turn, and by the tire the grinding com- 
menced nearly a hundre veonle were there, It was like an Oklahoma rush. 
People had remained on the ground 3 or 4 days to hold their turns. The woré 
had gone out that a steam grist mill was about to start in Brighton and the 
people kept pouring in f£p town from every quarter. Thinrs were vetting 
interesting. Men were quarreling over their turns and as the idle throng 
began to absorb Brighton whiskey it got unruly and knives were drawn by some 
to settle the question £m of »nrecedence. 

The mill owners then announced that no man would vet more than a 
peck of meal until they 211 had been served once around. Tris stonved the 
quarreling and chance of syeculation at the same time. 

The burrs did not grind very fest but as the mill was run dav and nieht 
it wes not long before everybody had a vcek of mezl and were eatine cornvread, 
theeftirst bread of any kind they had«tested for mont“s. By the time all had 
been supplied with a neck of meal, the first werved were ovt and a second 
round was made in which each favily were allowed a helf Sustel at a erist. 
This was done to vrevent speculation, to -rotect the mill's profits, and 
to crotect those from a distance who would have been crowded out entirely 
by speculators monopolizing the whole ovtput, which was not large. 

An incident occurred @urinc the first night's run that spread dismay in 
the camp for awhile. The nicht miller was not an expnert but he thought he 
knew a thine or two. He found the tain belt slisvin-, and to tirkten it in 
a hurry, he took it off the pulley, cave it a twist and cut it back on eceln. 
Soon after that the man at the sack noticed the meal was not coming cown 
very fast and before long it céased altogether. That was a mystery no one 
present could solve. The burrs were senarated and a lot of mummy meal was 
found between then. ‘his was scraved out and the machinery started ‘tarain 
with the same result as before. Another kind of corr was vsed and still it 
would not work.. The waiting crowd sleeoing in their wagons zoutside ane heard 
the bad nevs that the mill hed cone back on then and apperrec upon the scene 
offering all sorts of advice and susrestions. ‘till the mili would not — 
Prd... | Don. tne closest insnection the burrs aprezred to be all rirht, icvelay 
¢thev wovld not do the business. Every half hour the meal had to KE due Out 
from between then, and only a few pecks measures were filled all that night, 
and that of a very voor quality. Early in the mornine the head miller was 
sent for. After lookins the thine all over he haprened to sty the crossed 
belt. The erindinz stone h2d been runnine backwards all heeot. 

- pin September or perhaps by the letter part of Aucust the river wert down 
so that the water mills could again run, and vecsole who two months before 
were #o glad to get even cornbread could now live on wheat bread, pie and 
cake. The Brighton famine was over. 


‘ VII 

WOMEN RAID A SALOON 

. Brighton, half a century azo, made no pretensions to being a temperance 
town. It was a frontier village, and trading point for the countryaround. 
It furnishes supplies alike fro the settlers, the emigrants and the native 
Indians, and ¥ith all these liquor was a stavle article. “hiskey was cheap 
then, from 123 to 25 cents a gallon, with no tax or license to pay, or legal 
restraint on its manufacture or sale, With corn and rye worth only a few 
cents a bushel a pure article of whiskey could be made cheaper than the 
adulteratec stuff such as is sold now davs to avoid the tax. In those 
days when a man wanted a jus or liquor he did not wait for a traveling 
salesman to take him around the corner and get his order for a gallon of 
tobacco juice and ersenic at {2.75 to be shivced C.0.D. marked "clads" 
and then when it comes wake uy the exoress agent at midnisht so as +o slip 
out of town with it unseen! Nor did thev co to the drug store and get a 
quart bottle filled with a little rock candy in it, and take it home as 
medicine" to be taken in full doses several times a day as the ovvortunity 
offered! They did none of these thine fifty years ago, but when the whiskey 
jus got emoty they sent it down to the erocery and got if filled with fire 
Water just as they wculd the molasses or vinegar jug, and drank it not as 
@ medicine but because it was the stvle and thought to be the prover thing 
to do. They had not yet learned the evil effect of liquor uvon the numan 
body, but supposed stimulsnits to be a necessary part of its nourishment. 

With liquor so cheap and vlenty, sold by all merchants, it would 
seem there was no use for saloons. But there was. “*he saloon was one of 
the fixed institutions of Brighton in these aman early days. t was the 
social headquarters for the oush set who could not be vermitted to congregate 
@t the £ stores. The men met there to loaf, to talk, to have a social good 
time, to quarrel] and to fight, according to the mood of the crowd, Of course 
liquor was necessary to develop this tension of excitement, which made the 
frontier s2loon so great an attraction for all strangers and traveling 
Caravans as well as the rousher shiftless population of the town, 

There were no temperance lews and very little temperance sentiment 
in the country then. Occasionally 2 saloon row would ceuse some indignation 
among the citizens and the women would aay this thing oucht tO! DessStosped, 
but no one knew what to do or tow to do it. “o the saloon when it became 
an open nuisance was tolerated because there was no help for it. 

Generally the saloon xeener had some respect for the felinzs of 
the townspeosle and tried to run as decent a place as Sosa ible Pf ibut 1n-1853 
Brighton hed nne notable ecestion to the rule. A tan by the name of Billie 
Lewis ren a saloon in a frame buildin: that stook on tke lot now occupied 
by G.W.Smith's store. He run the place exclusively to make money and it 
seems never quit selling azximnxxazxke to a man as long as he had money 
and could stand un to the bar. He would entice a man into the place, get 
him drunk and send him home drunk to abuse his family. The townswomen 
protested, but that only made the saloon keeper worse. He did not propose 
to be dictated to by women, as to how he should conduct his own business, 
and woule fight for his rights to the bitter end. The law was on his side. 

Finally one day the women of Brighton met at the old Presbyterian 
church that stood where Statler's wagon shop now stands, to hold a council 
of war and decide what to do. They had found out that the law wae on the 
pide of the saloon, but that did not dampen theri ardor one bit. War was 
Geclared, and some of the best women in town advocated marching upon the 
enemy's works imnediately, and Ymocking in the heads of the whisky barrels. 
After some discussion that idea prevailed by a large uajority and the women 

marohed out of the church thirty strong to the saloon less than two blocks 
away. They were led by Mrs. Dr. Samuel Mealy, an energetic and fearless 


lady who had the confidence and the respect of everybody, and the first 


7) th she said upon entering the saloon at the head of her Spartan band 
was “We demand your liquor, sir!" at the same time bringing her fist down.: | 
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"upon the Sar by wav of emohesis. 3 
‘Lewis was not used to that ‘sind of a call for his re 4 liquor and was 
somewhat upset by it. A voarley ensved, and in the mea ntine crovds bercan 
to gather about the s-loon outside and in, both the friends of the ladies 
and friends of the saloon keever., Abovt thie tine some of the women went 
into the back room anc attac? sed the liquor barrels. They were not able to 
smash in the heads, but Ann McKinzie succeeded in knockine a svigot out 
of at least one czsk and the fumes of liquor filled the room. By this time 
excitement was runnins hich. Lewis threatened to shoot and laid his cun 
across the counter, while some svmpathizer of his who was orecent yelled 
“Shoot ‘em, Billie, shoot 'em'" But he didn't shoot. “iser council 
prevailed, a truce was declared and sihe tonen wither? witha wernine 
that they were not throuch with it vet if the csloon continued to send men 
home drunk to abuse their fanilies, 
Lewis didn't like this interZerence with his ppatotese anc encovrared 
by local sympathizers, he e€ecidecd to cleckmate eny further raids by using 
the law uxon th: women who had dered to invace the sacred »recinctsof his 
Baloon without his os hes ¢ liom 
Public sentiment reo poe Lick him laeirichton, butovermin Car for 
township one Esquire Dewees held court in the neishborhood sf still !mown 
as "Hell's Half- Acre." Here Levis went and syvore out warrants acainst 
several of the women. chargin-~ ae mith nots Per not, tdecnaresbaetiy mixed 
Premonly four cur of about ten warrants could be served. Ther were irs. 
weseeierOlloct irs. oimon Parsnel, lire. Devie Cauffnan and Mise Ann McKinzie. 
As, Soon) es the arr<ete were mace Dr. Stone rode out anc cot Attorne” 
Poa lu bo Comenmandy defend the wonen.) hen they sot. to’ Brighton ‘the crowd 
Per eed ho Start) tomcourt., There were! tworvearon loads of women, The 
Prony vwascon was crayvm by four houses and was: decorated with flacs anc banners 
Brascontained a jolly lot of nvrisoners ane their friends. There were ebout 
20 women in the two waszons, witnesses and »crisoners soing to meet the 
Soom end: have a cood time. J+ was more’ like’a cicntc varty than a lot 
lawbreakers going to settle with outrazec Justice. Dr. Stone, PD. Priz 
we.neoulioush and a number of other prominent citizens acconnanied the 
party to see that the women rot a square eave Lheyrescucd 25c . pene 
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Meo@erne ward was full of people who. had come to witness the trial. 


Mmecer Of Lea >erance people had come out frot *ashincton, and the cenizens 
Oi uhe neictborhood were elso on hands. Layyer i'‘ilIls on behalf of the vomen 
feeeew little Ssusoicious of the Esquire, whose symmathies were thou-kt to be 
With the s2loon, and he had about decided to take a chanre of venue, when 
meeotecoveren that the indictment was bad and wernt into trial with a motion 
to dismiss. tlir. Lewis had emcloyed a “ashington lawyer b:, the name of 
Sherman to helv him srosecute the case, and he and Mills arrued the cenurrer 
pro and Con until just about dinner tine xikh when the justice sustained 
the demurrer and the case was dismissed and the defendants released from 


custody. 

The victorious women then sored a sreat dinner on the grass in the 
court yard, emptying the well filled bastets they had brought along, and 
invited everybody voresent to come and eat. Meanwhile some of the ladies 
had held a conference with Mr. Lewis the defented saloon keener, and got 
him to promise to quit the usiness in Brickton. So he was invited to 

em, 
ne Prete es tent party then returned to Brirshton with sone, and flars fiyiang, 
where they were received dv the peovle as conauerins heroines of hed fot 
battle. Mr. Lewis was as zood as his word and soc-n efter left town never to 
return. From the temnoerance sentiment created at this time a strone Tore 
of the Order of Good Templars wes orranized in Brighton which continued in 


active prxEetigze overation for many years. 
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to hang him on. It was. ‘ted in the open © 
own adjoining the cemetery, and the hanging was to be 
tion. It drew like a circus or a prize fight and on 

ed Washineton was full of epo0Dle who had come in from all 
2 adjoinine counties to see the brutal performance. The 
the rope dancline, drew a crowd of morbid minded men and 
scene, who stood thers holdine their vositions until nearly 
f hanging, when it becane noised about that a stay of execution 
ad been granted. 
_  Harriman's lawyers had taken the case to the suvreme court on a writ 
f error, alledeing twelve errors in their bill of exceotions, some of which 
he sunreme court sustained. The time was short and this reorieve was not 
xpected by anvbody: but a courrier errived three tovrs before the hour set 
r the hanzing berring a stay in vroceedings from Judge McKinley of the 
Suprete court. That ended the rerformance for the dy. The crowd showed 
disappointment but after a sood bit of grumbling disversed and went home. 
‘The sunreme court reversed the 7ecision of the lower court and ordered a 
“new. trial. At the next term of court Herriman got a change of venue to 
Seeartteld.on the ground of local orejudice ac2ainst him. At the trial he 
-was convicted avain, but this time the jury called it nanslaughter and he 
"got off with a sentence of eight vears in the nenitentiary at Ft. Hadison. 
After serving three years of that time he was nardoned out by the governor, 
' but he never came back to Wachinaton county where the felling against him 
mugen Suid) to.strong.to be a healthy vlace for him to live. He went south 
and, we believe was last neard of in the vicinity of St. Louis where he 
died several years azo. : 
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THE BRIGHTON 49ers 


At the time of the first California zold excitenent Brighton was a 
frontier town. It was on the border between civilization and the wilderness 
and about as far west as wavon trains dared co without carrving their supply 
of provisions with them. This out Brichton in the track of the gold hunters 
and made it a sort of a depot of sunolies for these excited travelers who 
were crossing a continent to the famed El Dorado of the Pacific coast in 
the mad race for gold. Trains of wagons began pouring through here as early 
as 1848, soon afterk the first discovery of gold in California, and for the 
next few years they furnished a market for much of the surplus hay, grain 
and meat raised in this vicinity. Hay sold at times for #1 ver hundred 
pounds and the farmers varted with all they had at these prices to enigrants 
who started too early in the season to find grass for their cattle and horses 
on the route. They had to carry fedd with them until pasture appeared. 
These traveling caravans were aconstant reminder of the golden 
dream, and the exaggerated stories these people brought with them no doubt 
helped to swell the local excitement. At any rate Brighton furnished its 
full quota of California gold seekers and the draft of able bodied men who 
were drawn into that vortes in the early fifties was equal to the requirements 
of a great war. For a time there were few left but the women, children, 
crinoles and the old men; but it was not long until some of the more sober 
Minded sot enough of the excitenent and came baz traipesing back home-- 
usually dead broke. 

Early in the winter of 1849-49 Brighton began to show active symotoms 
of the cold fever. Among the first to enthuse was I.H. Friend, leading 
merchant, vork vacker and business man of Brighton. His business affairs 
were in such shape that he coulé not then go himself, but when his employees 
and others wanted to go, he offered to fit out a wagon train and grub stake 
the whole comvoany. uring the winter he bought up several wagons and a 
lot of ox teams in vreparation for an early start in the sorinc. The wagons 
were covered and loaded with provisions, cooking utensils, clothing, etc., 
and started with about three yoke of oxen for each wagon. The extra cattle 
were provided for emergencies which might occur, such as loss om oxen ,or 
shortaze of provision. 

The trip to Californie then was known to be a hazardous undertaking. 
There was over 2000 miles of wilderness and desert to cross which was 
inhabited only by wild beasts, savages and the blood thirsty Mormons. 

The chances of getting through without “ceing robbed, starved to death, or 
killed was considered about even, but there were vlenty of venturesone 
spibits who jumped at the chance to zo with Mr. Friend's first mvedition. 
He took his vick and selected twelve of those he condidered the most 
reliable, many of them his old employees, and entered into a contract with 
them by which he agreed to furnish everything and vay all exoenses of the 
trip to California which amounted all told to about %$500 ver man and in 
return they agreed to pay him one half of their net earnings for a certain 
period of time after arriving at the gold diggsing. We have been to some 
pains to hunt up a list of those who left Brighton in the '49 expedition, 
but as only a few returned alive and none of those are now living, we have 
found it quite a task to get the list correct. There were 12 men who 
started and they had about 4 covered wasons and 10 yoke of oxen. The 
Remeemot Minos iDers)arelas,todlowss Samuel Bristow, William “pencer, 


George Cliné, faim 
shal, William Rissell, Alexander Russell, ge © 
ala Be prilip Cline, Caleb Pickett, Morgan L. *hurston, Enoch Cuberly, 
Justice, D.A.R Horton. ee ee 
OR Ra rgd two named, Justice & Horton, only went as far as < galeaeme ee 
Bt. Joe, Missouri. At St. Joe the company found hundreds of teams wa gz 
to be ferried across the Missouri river. They went into camo to walt ores 
‘turn and then found the ferrymen had orders not to carry any more emigran 
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teams across untill the pasture had time to grow up ogee on the vlains. 
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49ers . 

The report was that those already on the way were eatince all the zrass in 
sight on he trail, and that time would have to be given for it to grow again 
to prevent the cattle from starving. 


: This meant a dely of a counle of weeks, andthe comoany went into 


permanent camo. hile there it wes decided that they had too many men for 


the outfit and that ro of them rovld have to be sent home. One of the 
Wagons was a wide tire, and that had zroven a dismal feilure. The heavy 
load would sink the wheel throuch the orairie sod and down into the mud which 
closed over thefelloes so tat it often took 5 or 8 yoke of oxen to dull it 
out. It was decided that two men and this waron would ttave to co back to 
Brighton. There beings no volunteers, Clarburn Justice and D.A,worton were 
selected by the commany to so back, beecnusc they were married men and ha 
families and vrox~erth that needed their attention worse than aid the sold 
fields of Cal. They cane home. Eorton was disasxointed but got over it 
and never undetbtook the journe’ arcain, but Justice went the next vear with 
Friend's second exxedition, 

ue Jourte, Over tie Slains from St, Joe. «was.suicceasfullv madé by 
Bee teme nine Sarty 'Gho 1% was’ slow ‘andafiedious..<iost of the summer was 
Boent On the -lains, which at the time was called the American desert. It 
Wae TI0t Delieved -then that this country: would ever be inuebited bv white men, 
but time hes wroucht wonderful changes. The 2lentinz of trees and irrigation 
ana other orocesses of civilization have made much of that country to bloosom 
So a rose; and it is now canable of sust2inine a ereat 2o>°ulation. 

Pere clen wae =Lenverulvtonithérolaing andreas the nearty were all well 
Ormco wie sornd all the freeh meatethey needed alone the.route, and at last 
when they errived at the end of their lone journey they had quite a considerabd 
Or ther  2rovisions left. ~,% came handy enoush though, as ever¢thine eatable 
Pema rr ou Oe “LO -LVO)COlLlers ayvnoundhinithersining;camss, and it.was. worth 
Seen ore tran vray =toryfreiahtvitrover. thei vlains< 

Moen Tee "men Ou Lerous De ther! vent Lot vorkrrmdninesanc atefiret, sent 
Plow “accounts Or their colden srossects! bac home; tut.the wild reckless 
Pee oe the Manned. Canoes vane too much! formsome of, them and ve. believe none 
Die tls cpowd ever®=made ena savedueny mone™ for themselves or for or, Friend, 
yhno lost every dollar he put in this exvedition. Only three of the ten ever 
Pee bec tomiove, So far e® wemesn detrnt >Yome of them died-in tue canos & 
Bome Sstrayea away ang vere never beerc from arein, but none ever struck it 
rach in the’ fold aGigein'’s. 

But as vet Sane before, fdret resorts sent an durinc, tae fell and 
winter of 49-50 were favorable and Brishton was creparine for another 
expedition which was to set out early the next soring, and the summer of "50 
witnessed a great exodus from Brighton to the gold coast. 
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X 
ACROSS THE PLAINS IN '50 

The gold excitement continued to increase during the year 1349 and 
when in the fall sansuine revorts caze in from the exnedition which left 
Brichton in the scoring, a good part of the male voovlation of Brighton Began 
to make vrevarations to start for Cal. A good many pdx wanted to go who 
did not have the means available, and ‘Mr. I.H.Friend concluded to fit out 
another expedition and furnish the "grub stakes" for a ver cent of the orofits 
relying upon the good lvck and integrity of the individual members for his 
returns. ““r. Friend also decided to accomvany this exoedition and leave 
his lerge business affairs here in other hands so that he could be ina 
position to look after his men and interests in the mining cana. 
°. It was decided to linit the numter of men to 12, as exverience had 
shown that to be about the risht number for self protection anc to take 
care of each otner on the lone tedious journey. It did not take long to 
make up the comoany and beginprevarations for the trip over the pleins. 
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z . | ACROSS THE PLAINS INeteEx +50 
 $t. Louis until the 3th and soon aft less “ : 
Bereomeerichton taking the comseny of ss Sige Bc Dollison and Justice arrived 


On account o ort a ; 
f various delars the comzany did not cross the Missouri river 


until April 13, and it was April 1© when the real start wes made from the top 


of the bluffs 4 miles beyond. A book called the iormon Guide was used as 

: ee tee eetbe First see they traveled 25 miles and camped near an ure 
. are too heavily losdce : a 

ovbiirtede ig heey eta about tot Dad see Cle eens eee 

° elo ma ers every on iy 4 waco nas 
the roadside, with a head Boab Mavebone with ee Gooat ony - afesd a 
luckless 49er who n.d died or been rilled en route to Cal ee. : boro 

They camved with 8 other Cal. boars the next NHOeKt one an Ane Ben exh 
oye softened the sod and next éaz much tine was Saeeecs ee ae ote 

ac a wa o ‘ 5) ea r A 

ae ; ee. Mhlapa 4 dee “ac lage erat ee. bea 26 miles made in two days. 
BT ccttns usta alee ial ace: a Struck anc the trein svo ved Sor 
Prizer anda ohn Mean aenchewho es hl ag Sh saint agl Bee eer sgeainaadt Bie dl» 
oenaravacceit ieee goog gables the recoz=nized cooks, the bovs cheered 

. .€ oe: Lew or the many mysterious graves they kad seen 
it was deciced that the sublic safety required that 2 cuard be >laced ov 
ee camo at nieot. Two men with cuns were detailed with orders to let wbreeed 
gre, rec ret sone ths text dey 
1349, ared 29 yeors, tke Bead tris Pa PD re le tg ens og 

r 2 ners were m Ft. wayne Ind. Saw one Indian 
today and overtook and passed one train of enicrants. 

Progress was very slow durins the next 4 davs. The weather was cold and 
wet and the roads bad and the streams swollen. April 22 was the coldest day 
experienced since leaving Brighton, and if that wag not sloom enoush for the 
boys, their path today was strewn with the graves of 49ers, There vere 6 
headboards Hor themetornediatevovery Js TEandonvand! Mrs Shafer died™Anril § 23 

49 and were buried on the field of the battle for cold. John Oatley and 
B. Forredman died June 20, '49, and A.Abbott, A. Alley from Indianda. (ric) 

Onefor il: 24 8 one ofthe oarty. killed! arbuffalo calf; but the meat was so 

wenger they hac to eat 1% with a spoon. Grass is now slentr enourh for feed 
ie ee oe - dead horses found alone the route indicate that 18 has, not 
alwavs been vlenty. Today a large herd of bouff batly, 500 S 1 

the road about 100 vards ahesd oftthettéans* eee a gnc arte 
Charge of a wa on cot their suns and cave chase, but no buffalo were killed 
Dr enyeot the scarty. Ini the excitenent to day vhe train cot serarated and 
didvnotiret torether at cam-ing tine but discovered each other later. After 
Gark, Washington Griffith came into cana with a large piece of buffalo & fed 
who were on the verge of starvation, and our com any concluded to keen moving 
every day for fear their vrovisions wovld give out too, ‘avons, guns, harness 
and other property was fovnd strewn alonz the road, abandoned by emicrants. 
bor ‘comoany gotta nice’ licht, wacon for £10 of some emigrants who were about 
to abandon it, and left one of their ovn behind. Many emigrants are now 
found out of provisions or packing all they have on their backs. ome of 
them are eating their mules and horses. But on July4 our bovs celebrated 
with a big dinner consisting of rice sou», pork, crackers, vancekes and 
coffee, “rl Friend thoucht he would like to have the crumbs that fell from 
Hisr wife's table thatday. 

On July 7, the company avandoned their wacons, after having made »ack 
saddles of the boxes and vacked their remainine »rovisions, etc. The big 
tent and about $300 worth of other oroverty was left here. 

Onivuly 10, thev came’ to ‘the sandy desert 45 miles wide. 400 other 
. emigrants are there gathering feed and water for the horses setting ready 

for the hot dry journey. Left at 3 o.m. and traveled nearly all night to 

avoid the hot sand. Got across to Carson River before noon next day and 

cooled off in the water. On July 12 the »vrovisions had_run so low it was 
decided to divide u» so each man micht set his share. Prizer and Israel out 


their share of flour torether and baked it uo into 9 biscuits, 4+¢ each. The 
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me aes wver vue pains in ‘5U, continued 
In Oct. 1849, John W. Prizer, then a young man, arrived from Pa. to make his 


home in Brighton, and he became one of the Friend varty. He was a taitor and 


_ that winter occupied the big room over Friend's store as a workshop making 


a large canvas tent for the party to cook and sleep in during bad weather. 
Mr. Prizer kept a diary of the trio whis he has preserved and it is 
from this memorandum 50 years old, kindly loaned us for the occasion, that 
the following account of the journey across the plains is taken. The Friend 
company consisted of 12 men, but they did not all leeve Brichton together, 
At St. Joe, Mo, they were united and started torether across the plains. 
The main party consisting of Joseoh Israel, A, Gustavus, Chas. McCarty, 
Washington Griffith, A. Gilbert, John Ferree and John W. Prizer, left Brighton 
at 10 o'clock on the morning of March 20, 1850, with three wagons and 13 head 
of horses. + 
The next day I.H.Friend, accomvanied by John McCullough and Peter Doctor 
started to St. Louis where Mr. Friend mnurchased the necessary outfits for the 
long journey and brought them uv the river by steamboat to St. Joe where they 
met the main varty with the warons. The other two members of the party, ij 
Clayburn Justice and Alfred Dollison, left Brighton a fev days later and 
overtook the party at St. Joe. 

The first dav's journey was made over very bad roads and ended at Farifield 
where the party camsed. Durince the nicht they were reinforced by two men not 
of the Friend varty but nevertheless bound for @al. They were John Gilkyson 
Ol. Brighton and: Dr. Joyines of Richland who kevt with or near the Brighton 
crowd for most of the trinv. 

.John Ferree had gone ahead by stare to visit some friends and the party 
had agreed to meet him at Eddyville, but when they rot to Ottumwa, it was 
decided to cross the river there, and Prizer was sent with an extra horse 
to get the Ferree & meet the varty at Centerville, 

Ottumwa at this time was a mere hamlet consisting mostly of a few log 
houses situated alons the Des Moines River under the bluffs. 

Prizer with Ferree got out on the prairie about five miles from Eddyville 
that evening and put up for the night with a lonely settler, a new beginneer 


* with his wife, and took a first real lesson in privation by sleeping on the 


= 


hard floor of the one room shanty. “he next day they passed through Albia 
which then contained about a dozen houses, and reached Benterville the same 
evening ahead of the teams which arrived at 10 v.n. 

The next day was Sunday and the caravan decided to lay over a day. 
The landlord boiled ham and baked bread for them and was bery sociable and 
entertaining. The next day they traveled 28 miles and camped on a creek, 
and cooked their first meal without butter since leaving home. 

On March 27 they passed through Princeton which was then quite a large 
town. The roads are bad and feed scarce and hard to get, so the teams only 
made 17 miles that day, having gone mx several miles out of the way to get 
feed. They camped on Middle Grand river. There are a lot of other Cal. teams 
camping at the same place tonight, and some of these gold seekers look as if 
they would like to be at home, but the Brighton crowd are all in good spirits. 

‘The next day our wacon train passed through Betheny, the county seat of 
Harrison county. It was court week anc the town was full of people, nearly 
@ll drunk. After stopping here several Mt. Pleasant teams vassed the camp 
going west. f 

The next day's journey ended at Gentryville, Mo, It is a town of some 
4{mportance, about 50 dwelling houses, large mill, 2 hotels and 7 stores. 
The next day the train traveled over. a prairie 25 miles across and stopped 
at Richester, only 20 miles from St. Joe. A horse trade today put the company 
‘in possession of an Indian pony. 

As there was aprospect of having to stay at 8t. Joe for some time, Joseph 
Israel was sent ahead to secure camping accomodations near town. He secured 
‘quarters from a farmer named Miller 3 miles from BT, Joe, where plenty of 


_ feed could be had for the horses and boarding for the men at $2 a week. On 


G 
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_ April 2 the company went into camp there and the next day visited St. Joe, 
‘éhen a thriving town of 2,000. Mr. Friend & his party Gid not arrive from 


4 Bry : : 2 : ee pene ee ee eS Be na ee Og reef Baler es 


ad -. 
Sr eee ca ae 


wo 
‘soT saget fw Heueks eae Yai, 


~ eer? o> hes SNA TROON ‘ot > / J 
~~ * ig a6. (9% oa free it hess a Pa 


<p . ror om oot nen sa 
: . 7s cofrnerge Jres 


co4o- of Bae 
vist nt fen oF 
it? Sa, eee 
atta sesged 
ros ing 

wwe Jad? 
it astw 

t fad 

“3 F hoNiw 
wrt. eve 


i+ 


if of 


ther emigrants are no better On ae ioe ats eat one man 
\ ‘BE x DP, F : a rave scu . 
even. The poor’fellow had no horse to fall bewanron and the; acy eel 
Q@ead tmrxex & worn out horses are nassed. On July 14 they met a man who 
had come out with vorovisions to sell, and the next dav provision stores were 
plenty along the route. Prices: flour £2 ver 1lb., beef 50¢ 1b. ,whiskey $2pint 
In Brighton whisky was worth 2°¢ a sallon and flour and vork lid a pound, an 
advance of 12,500 percent in prices. But feed for stock is chean. Clover 
measured 6 ft. 411 when stretched out. 

On July 19 the vrovisions cave out and it is still 80 miles to the gold 
Mines. tr. Friend bot some meat and flour to tide the oarty over. Here 

some enterorisinz yankees had fenced in all the rood erazine land and demanded 

50g a nicht for each horse. On July 21 they sold 2 horses for “12, Horses 
& wacons are chean enourch to mae un for the high vrice of vrovisions. Arrived 
at the first minine town today. “t was Rine-old, and consisted of a half doze 
log houses. ‘ rs 

On Wed. July 24, 185¢C, the comveny “arrivedrat Hanctowm, the next mininc 
Camp, and aftet outtine their horses out to vasture the comoany separated | 
mend bessn srosrecting. The end of the journey was reached after 124 dars 
of travel from Brichton. The corcan: separated here. Friend and Isracl 
went on to Sacramento and Marvseville to hunt uv the Brichton bors of ‘40, 
McCarty & Doctor stoxed at Rinerold, and Dollison, Gilbert, McCullouch & 
Prizer concluded to stay ané tr: their luck at Yanrtown. Hanetovm was one 
Of the rictest  vlacer mininz’ districts’ in the state. ~“t is only 10 miles 
from-Sutter's Mill where Yames jarshal in 124% discovered the first sole in 
Cal. Marshal died a nauner and a druntard but eh old miners clinned in and 
built a fine monument ot his memory. Hanstown was first called “eaver Creek, 
but Gariy in 1850 the miners hunz tio thieves toa tree there, after which 
the place was called Hanstown. +t is now ‘nown on the manos eas Placerville. 


-O- 
XI 
IN THE MINING CAMPS 
On wily 257" 18509°" .WiPrizer anded th. McCullough secured, a miner's 
. Claim on panish Yar, near Fanetown, Cal., bought a rocker and wooden 
bucket and van and went to work. For two wees they averazved $10 a dav eacch, 
though in this primative way they only washed about 75 buckets of gravel a 
day. They then made the mistake of their lives. +hey coteimmatient for 
better things and sold their thines to an Illinois man and gave him the clain, 
In three months the fellow cleaned un $7,000 and then sold his claim for a 
g00d price and went back home well-heeled. The claim afterwards »sroved to 
be one of the richest in the dircings. 

After giving away this claim Prizer and McCulloveh went to “acrenento 
where they found Gilkyson dead broke, and they all went on to Marveville, 
by steamer & coach. On the boat a man at the dining room door demanded ¢2 
for each meal, thoush passage ticket included meals, Prizer understood the 
Baue ana zot through without payine, but the other two were easy and. gave 
up 2 each. | 

"Marysville is a city of tents, built on the Yuba river. I.H.Friend 
with some of the others were located at Eliza, a small town three miles 
from Marysville. In ,ugust Prizer and Wn. Svencer, one of Friend's 49ers, 
started a hotel for teamsters between Eliza and Sacramento and made good 
money. Svencer sold ovt to Nate Sond a Brighton man who went through with 
cattle in 1850. The new firm dealt in milk cows and made money, which they 
invested in town lots in Eliza and lost. Prizer sold out to pond and went 
up to Roses Bar where he and John McCullovech tought out a grocery. +hey 
had no money but borrowed ¢200 to maek the first payment. Before the second 
came due they run (sic) a lottery two evenings from which they netted 
enough gold dust to pay off their notes and had money left. In the winter 
of '50-'51 they sold our and Prizer paid Friend $500, in a note on Nate 
Bond, and got released from his grub stake contract to pay half his net 
earnings. 
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In the minin< camps, continued 

_ Prizer & McCullough then packed a mule with provisions for Big Rich Bar 

at the headwaters of Feather river. At Buck's Ranch they found the snow do 
deep they sold the mule and left some provisions and started on afoot. After 
several days of hard wajing two feet more of snow fell and they left part 
of their load and chanced their objective point to Onion Valley, where they 
found a dozen houses buried out of sight in the dee> snow. They vaid $5 

. which was all the money they had with them, for dinner and two cigars. 
McCullough went on the Hookins Creek where they expected to work a clain, 
while Prizer was delayed a day by =oing back after the vack they left, and 

- got lost in a snowstorm. After wandering about for some time he haovened 
to find a man who took him Befely to Hopkins Creek. 1x other men were here 
including David Cook and Josevh_“harp from Merrimac, Iowa. Snow wes so deep 
all spring no one could work. Finally they run (sic) out of provisions and 
had to go to Grass Valley and vay $1 for a nound of vork, four and beans, 
taking three davs to make the journey, the snow being waist dees. David 
Cook had cut his knee and was not able to walk so as all the men were needed 
to beat a path and carry the loads he had to be left alone. Plenty of wood 
was provided him and all the remaining vrovisions left, which would last 
him three days. “ith a vromise to be back in 3 davs if vossible, they all 
filed out of the cabin leaving Cook in tears. On the evening of the third 
day they scot back loaded and Cook was a heppy man. 

After a few weeks more provisions run low again and Davia “ood, Joseph 
Sharp and Prizer started out vrosvecting towards Dounevville. At Canyon 
Creek they found a cabin and five miners well vrovisioned, and concluded 
to stoop. “hile locatine a claim it began snowing and our party concluded 
to hurry on to Douneyville and cet a sunply of provisions. ‘he storm 
increased until the trail was covered and they covld not see ten feet into 
tne mountain blizzard.. they mot down into the canyon and camsed. Supper 
and breakfast took ali their vcrovisions and they had nothins to eat until 
noon the following day, when they got to Big Rich Bar tired and nearly 
famished after being out nearlv three days in one of the worst storms ever 
known here. The niners left on Canyon Creek got frightened at the severity 
of the storm and two of them started for Grass Valley, got lost and both 
perished in the snow. The other three started next morning and also 
perished. They made the mistake of leaving the cavin where they were 
comparatively safe to take their chances in a mountain snow storm. 

Prizer, Cook and Sharo all went to work at Big Rich Bar and Prizer made 
$10 the first afternoon. &7 of that he vaid for a pair of boots and the 
rest for provisions. He remained here working his claim until April se, 
about a year in all, when he sold out and went to Ousley's Bar on the Yuba 
Tower and) worked a year. In the spring of 1853,,W%.H.Grove and Prizer 
left Ousley's bar for Klimath River, but pulled up at Hopkins Creek where 
they spent the summer. Prizer's diary shows he lost about £300 and his 
summer's work here. In Seotember he went back to Ouslev's Bar and a 
week later decided to bo back to Iowa. He sold his claim for ©800 on time 
and never got pay for it. 

At Marysville, John McCullough persudded hin to stay and they started a 
trading store at Camptomville and did some mining, until in March '54 they 
sold out and both started back to Iowa. At San Francisco they took the 
steamer Cortes with 600 other vassengers and went to New York via the Nicaragu 
route, After visiting the old home in Millerstown, Pa. he came on to Iowa 
making the trip from Pittsburg to Keokuk by steamboat and thence to Brighton 
by stage, arriving here in May 1854. 

In August the team left a Ft. Bridger arrived with Ferree, Justice & 
Guatavius and stonned at Eliza, near Marysville. In Sept. Washington Griffith 
who was left sick at Larrimie came on and stopped at Negro Bar. Hit he soii 
quit mining, got into politics and was elected judge. 

5 of the party of 12 died in Cal. Dollison died at Hangtown soon after 
reaching Cal in the fall of '50: Doctor drowned in the Yuba river, and Gilbert 
Griffith and Gustavius all remained to die in the Golden state. 
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pees | The Old Brishton Ferry, continuea. han li mc 
Below the dam thev caucht the overhaneins branches of a tree and were 
rescued, but the boat and the two warons were never found. While hunting 
for them afterwards Dan Powers found the reamins of a mastodon in the river 
bed about lz miles below the dam. The fossil was a oart of a foreleg, was 
34 ft. lone, 14 inches wide at the large end and weished 83 pounds. ~He sola 
the bone which was in a sood state of oreservation, for f40, and it is now 
in a museum. The teeth and other »arts of what may have b-en the same 
animal were found near here a few years ano by. Jerry “Hoosings. 

About 1853 during the dry season the ferryboat not beings in use, filled 
_ with water and sunk at its mmypmoorines. “t was a bie heavy affair and when 

it was needed acain the neichvors volunteered to hel> raise it. Loz chains 
and a long string of oxen were hitched to it and she was drarsced uo on the 
bank for revairs. y aake several men were at work calking and fixing the 
boat Phebias Moreland drove up and vassed his jus around. He was fuller 
than the jug and drove avay whiroing his horses to a gallo». As he rounded 
the bluff the men heard a crarh and knew he n2d gone into the river. When 
they got to the scene they found the horses tanzled in a grifted tree top, 


the Wagon floating away and Mooreland nowhere in sicht. Omeone exclained, 
Boor Moreland is done for this tine." but a roice renvolied, "Not bv a---- 
=S==Sieht.- and looking around they sat'.the old man crawling uv the bank x 


with his fair full of sand and well sobered up by his sudden bath. He 

Said he went into the w2ter heetfirst and nearly stuck fast in he quicksand. 
One summer dav Phebias “foreland went down to the ferrvboat afoot and 

alone and demanded that he be ferried across. The river was up and the 

cargo of one vassenger wac not very provitable but ferryman Gordon agreed 

to take him across. A+ the orv0site landine it was -ound quite a stream 

of water would have to be waded to reach the shore and a‘ter some osrley 

Jeff agreed to carry his vassencer the rest of the wav cross on his back, 

About midway, where the water and mud togherer were some to feet deen,, 

Jeff stumbled and fell into the water with Moreland under him. Moreland 

had been to town and had his good clothes on and accused Gordon of treachery 

as he dug himself out of the mud. Gordon orotested that it was an accident. 

yet Moreland ever after harbored a suspicion that his friend gave him that 

bath intentionally. 

Another accident hapvened a few years later while Jesse Edwards and wife 
mene, Crossing)» éhi the ferry. <¢1re. Edwards revained in the buggy dnd the 
horses backed off into the river throwing her into the water. “rs. Edwards 
and the horses were rescued but the buggy was not found for a year afterwards 
when it was discovered in some driftwood but entirely ruined. 

About the year 1859 Jacob Hefflefineer took the contract for building 
the slough bridge and ferried the stone across the river from the quarries 
on his side. His son Mike was then a mere lad just old enoush to drive 
a team. One dav he drove on the ferry boat with a big load of rock, and 
as tne hind wheels struck the boat the mooring brole and she glided aut into 
the river with both the wheels hangin-. The ,Load slid ott backwards into 
the river taking Mike with it. The coupling sole broke and the hind wheels 
went down to the bottom with a counle of ton of stone on toon of them. Mike 
swam ashore and the wavon wheels were afterwards derricked up but the stone 
4s supposed to be there yet. 

Along sometime in the 50's the cable was put across the river and &fter | 
that there was much less danger in crossing. No further accidents are | 
reported after that time until the old ferry was suoerceded by the wagon 
bridge which was built across the river in 1856. 
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XIII THe KILLING OF DR. SALES. 


On the 18th day of Aug. 1868, 
eitizens of Brighton was shot by 
he died one week later. 


| Hogue was @ young man who had opened up a jewelry store and dentist office 
. din Brighton, securing a {300 stock of jewelry on credit from a Chicago firn, 
_ upon letters of recommendation from Dr. Sales & others. finding business 
dull in Brighton, or for some other cause, he undertook to leave the state 
. with his stock of goods, but they were attached before he got out of Iowa 
and he was obliged to come back to Brighton. This enraged him and he was 
more determined to get away than ever, and when his creditors pressed him 
he carried a revolver and gave warning that he would shoot. About this time 
Dr. Sales met him on the street near the bank corner, and commenced to remen- 
strate with him for his conduct. Sharp words followed and Hogue, who was 
of nervous temperament, became much excited and aid he would shoot any man 
who laid hands on him. At this Dr. Sales laid his hand uovon Hogue's shoulder 
saying, "You wouldn't shoot me," whereupon Hogue, true to his word, pulled 
his pistol and shot Dr. Sales through the bowels. 

This all happened so quick that although the street was full of people, 
only one man, Ed Brown, now of Chariton, saw the shot fired. Sales was 
taken home by his friends, when a hasty examination of the wound showed it 
to be fatal. By this time the town was thoroughly aroused, and a hunt began 
for the assassin, After the shooting he was seen running south but he soon 
reached the brush and escaved. It was supnosed that he had reached the r.r. 
and got out of the country, but as a matter of fact he lived in the dense 
wood and underbrush on Burr Oak creek about five miles south of Brighton 
until after the death of Dr. Sales. 

At the time of the shooting Hogue lived in the house now occupied by 
Ambrose Hart and went directly home, telling his wife what he had done. 

Then taking some clothes, he left incisguise before the pursuers reached 
the house. He told his wife about where he would hide and that he would 
recognize his friends at night by the whistling of a certain tune. 

The next night about midnight a certain man who is still living in Brighton 
rode along the highway between Burr Oak creek and the old Lamansky farn, 
whistling that particuler tune. Before he had covered the entire distance 
he heard an answering note from the same tune Boe SLORY SS oe RVSREOE to 

listen. It came from a clump of trees near the ghway, from which soon 
emerged the form of a man. That man was Hogue. peMiee: BG ee vine ere: 
basket of provisions, and immerged into the woods immediately fearing ey 
‘might be Reached. The next eae the same thing happened, the meeting being 
at a prearranged point. Every night for a cfibesecigsind BOgegEeRe ne deed pete: 

g word from his victim. In the daytime he remained in ng an 
agers th a hollow log. The strain was awful and each night his visitor found 
him worked up more and more as the ea tale pi PEL oS SG CREE yeee ae ie 

: Jjomue was sorry enough now. s sa bo Sales and } 
Pe eeawont sa that Sales had expressed a scan aoe sate Sen Ree Bee 

° nally after a week his messenger boug e wor Z 
Ra eee cians vas dead, that the people were worked up and that a reward 
would probably be offered for ees i iy ines fey ee? ne ee Ne mee Cie 
a sum-of money, provided by his friends, and to ° eave. 

Cuba. Disguised as he was he got to the river and took a steamboat to 

gs where he took a ship to Cuba. 
a Et seeatae of supervisors agreed to offer $500 if Brighton or the Sales 
family would add another $500 to it as a reward for the capture of me apae | 
but for some reason the Sales' were not anxious to prosecute the case ap 
no reward was ever offered. The next grand jury indicted Hogue for ed er 
but no one but his most intimate friends had any idea where he was, 4n 
no great effort was made to find hin. 


Dr. J.T.Sales, one of the most vrominent 
Dr. L.E.Hogue, from the effects of which 
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_ Dr. Sales, continued a a a ll 


Be Veda i ata family left Brichton and the matter was beine 
Sty shies 74 the writer of this article cane to Brichton. He 
had met a Dr. L.=.Hovue in Sandy Lake, Pa, that sorine, where the fanily 
had settled down after leavine Brighton in 1958, wr. Hocve hod a jewelry 

store and dentel office at Sand; Lake and was rrospering. From a casual 
convers*tion between a citizen of Brirhton and the writer it was believed 
that this Horue was the ane mon who killed Dr. Seles. About tris time 
Hiram Sales got a requisition from the covernor of Iowa, uron the sovernor 
of Pa., for tte arrest and return bo Iowa of Dr. Hocue to stand trial for 
murder. Accomnanied by a sheriff Hirem Sales went to Sandy Lake and hac 
Dr. Hosue arrested. They took nim arc far as AS abula, Oo Lo, where they 
stooved to let Horue telezraoh his friends, and. after a Boy Gays delav 
Hosue went back to Sand: Lake alone, and the sheriff and Sales came back 
to Iowa and that is the last that has ever been heard of the case. It is 
understood thet it cost Homve or his friends £400 evxot cash to ret out 

' of the scravse at Actabula end no doubt the Seales thou-ht it better to receive 
$400 and let Hocue eo free than to vay *500 rewore to send. him to the.pen- 
itentiary. And verhaos they were ti-n.. Vet the killine of Dr. Seales. 

by Hosue uncer all the circumstances is even nov rersarced bu ebele hton 
citizens as one of the most dastardly and enexcevsable crimes that has ever 
Bee Ce. 17) this .bert. of Tova. 
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XI 
Greck of the Chicaco Exores 
On the nicht of June 28 lon LOT, acres hten.e3- er benced ate heaviest 
Peintali treat has ever visited the town. There wee no rain cavre here to 
test the t21] by, but crocks, bvckets, trouvns anc vessels of every 
Gere toto toeat were .Stancins out trat <icht vere rained: full.of water. 

Mereare sot necessary to put.2 tub under the water sz0ut for.it filled to 
wre orim -anvshere out doors tuet nicht. Only.those.who hed barrels. or 
tanwzs Standine out doors were able to juese of the amonnt of water that 

Me ePeecurin- toe 10 hovrs of rain, and Abev cave it.at from 12.t0.14 inches. 
PeeeeroOd ayes eGual to a colle burst or Water soout, but Irom tre duration 
ewes oroba lly 2 stationery cloud or ausvecession of .showers ;caused by.a 
Peete: gir over Brisnton which was just .of the ricot tenreravwre. wo 
Copdense all toe moisture tuat passed throuch it. At anv rate the area 
Soyered oy the flood was ver: limited an3 only extended a mile or two from 
Breeton ind any direction. Revond that there were rains more or less neavy, 
Mowwiow 2, 1 lood. 

Aeunbued Nearly &@ Quarter century a=0 We revenver that nirat distinctly. 
Arter lying in ved awake for hours listenine, not to a freshenine summer 
shower, but to a constant flood of water that came down in sheets upon the 
Poon, We got uo to take a peep out of the wincow anc see what was toiling on 
outside. The house we now live in was then new and we had the field to 
traemeouthne ot the house to the road on the corporation ‘line, slanted in 
Gorn. The corn was about six inches hich. The nicht was dark but the 
constant flashes of lightning made evervthine as distince as day, and 
revealed a sea of water evervwhere. The corn rows vere not visible anc the 
field was one sheet of water. The Pawe and sloughs avvceared to be level 
ful) of water the the hills were out of siett, even 2s in be time of Noah's 

® flood. There was ro Mt. Aarat in Iowa tall enough to keen above 40 days & 
40 nichts of such a downsvour as that, and it looked as if a new flood had 
been sent. 

r But at daylight the rain stopped ane the dry land appeared. But 
every noflow remaired full of water for a fev hours, until it covld have 
Raroetorrun off. 

At that time the Chicaso Express on the Rock Island road passed through 
Brighton about, 5 O'clock in the porning. “e;nenen>er being very mych 
Burprised to see and ‘hear it céme thundering by that morning on time. We 
had supposed the flood was genera] and that all traffia wauld he stopped 

Dy washed out bridges. 
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Express, continued 


A half hour later the word came up town that the train had sone through 
the bridge across the creek at the foot of Brighton hill. The whole town 
went down to see the wreck. The engine, bagzvage and mail car and the smoker 
were in the creek, while the Pullman sleeper was poised on the brink at 
an angle of 45 degrees. The vassensers in the sleeover were thrown into 
@ panic and rushed towards the lower end of the car until someone had the 
presence of mind to order them back, and that act saved the car from toppling 
over into the chasm. The enrineer, fireman and baggage master were all hurt, 
the engineer, very seriously. 

The injured men were carried into Anderson Miller's residence nera by 
and made as comfortable as possible nutil the doctors arrived and set the 


broken limbs and bound up the cuts and bruises. They all recovered eventually 


from their injuries. No vassengers were seriously hurt, but most of their 
baggage was lost. The baggage car was smashed to vieces and much of the 
contents or the crushed trunks was carried away by the raging flood. What 
was left was ruined. The smoking car was also so badly crushed that the 
company made no effort to save it. Relic hunters from Brighton carried off 
window slats and other scrans and some of them came pretty near zetting 
into trouble for carrvine awav thinss that they had no business to take. 

A pewter drinking cup was found mashed almost flat and the water tank was 
amass of junk. It was hard to see how anyone could have been in the 
smoking car and lived throuch it all. 

The sleeving car was pulled back on the track and saved and the engine 
was hauled out uvon a temvorary track built for the purpose, but the two 
other cars were bunred on the spot by the comnoany after removing such intact 
portions as thev could get off without trouble. This extravacant way of 
clearing up a wreck--bv fire, was in vogue with all railroad companies a 
quarter of a century ago, but now when a wreck occurs, the track is cleared 
as soon as vossible, but no matter how bad the cars are smashed up, the 
entire debris is derricked upon cars and hauled back into the comvany 
shovs before it is condemned. 

The wreck was caused by the maelstrom of water that poured through under 
the tressle work of the bridge with such terribel force that it undermined 
the piling and left them danslins in the air when the train ¢ruck it and 
went down. The water subsided in a few hours. By 9 o'clock the flood 
had gone down but left not only the wrecked train but logs, trees, and 
Priee nde of drtttoin the road to: erwtell the story of its terrible but 
Short-lived power. 


pe ld jg in 


») 
— 


Loe 


‘ | ale Mal 


<4 


fl hy 7 a fa 
mh bo a (+ * ; oy 
7 Ys) FOR S5hs% ie 


. 


hart ming o43 * 


hott og 


*» 


~~ «4 


ivf” 
” a bel 


Se oF 
vit 


7 


| 


" sf 4 
* “and ast 


ae 


vt to re 


«7 IO¢ 
3% 
+ _ 


¢ 


XV 
THE RAILROAD WAR ; 

Brighton has had all kinds of exciting experience with the building 
of new railroads. Between Nov. 21, 1853, and April 5, 1858 five soecial 
elections were held to vote railroad bonds on this county, but Washington 
always voted as solidly the other way, and four of the five elections were 
Carried for the bonds. The total of these bonds voted on the county 
tee £300,000, some fo them bearine 10 percent interest. Of these over 
Pee tec, ere t6auec,and presented to the boeus railroad comnany which 

road into Washington, in exchanse for their bogus stock. After 
the peoole realized the enormity of the swindle an injunction was put 
upon the county treasurer Stoooing any further levy of taxes to pay then, 
but after many years of exvensive litisation the covrts decided the z 
county should Day the bonds with the accumulated 10 vercent interest. 
Robert Thomoson, then a srominent citizen of Srieoson, reiueed Lo Day 
his bond taxes and lost much of his oroverty, includin= the Zasle House, 
which was sold for these taxes, and a sherif?'s deed Riven which the 
courts afterward held to be sood, " 

It cost Washington county about half a million dollars to set ar.r. 
into Washington in 1857 where it wovld have been clad to come free a 
few vears later. Twelve years a afterward the covnty had ceveloned 
sufficiently to warrant the extension of the road on southwest, so the 
cComsany >roceeded to work up the neople arain to Bive the money necessary 
to build the road and make the company a present of it. 

During this excitement a meetinz was held in Carroll Hall, Brighton, 
and £30,000 and the right of way pledged to the comoanyv fy citizens 
Of Unie Vicinity, to. brine the road to’ Brishton. 

After another rest of 12 years to nay off the debt, the veonle of 
Brighton were again wrought uv by a double railroad »roject beine worked 
upon them at the same time. Two comnanies were contestine for the 
same territory. between Oskaloosa and ‘infield and e26h vronosed to 
Piste a fF... wDenWeen. these. town, They both nad orators’ out. holding 
Meevines alone toe.orovosed: line asking for subsidies*and stock sub- 
Peraptions,. «On .Feb.=7, 1381, «Brichtonstownshin voted" a 5% tax anounting 
to about £17,000 to the New Sharon, Coal Valley and Eastern R.R.Co. 
AvouL tis 4imeathewwar,between thertwo ‘rival commaniés “besan to cet hot. 
They each orofessed to believe that the other road would not be built, 
and no one really believed that both would be. The Narrow Gauge people 
asked Brighton for £5,000, and were willine to have a proviso put into 
the obligation nullifying it if the @xBx4x@tRPt C.B.4.P. should be 
built. Brighton gave the required vledzge. Both companies went right 
on surveying their respective lines witout anv regard to each other, 
The lines crossed nearly a dozen times in the 70 miles between Winfield 
& Oskaloosa and freauently ran parallel on the same 100 ft. richt of 
way. The right of way men for both comoanies sometines bovght or 
bargained for the ame land, and sometimes they condemned each others 
ground. At Skunk river and in Brighton their claims conflicted so 
much that the friction brought on some exciting incidents. Just west 
on Brighton the surveys crossed and the Narrow Gaure layers went out to 
lay their track past that voint on the morning of Aor i 2 3 91932.) ou 
they found the C.3.é P. (svecessor to the New Sharon,Coal Valley & 
Eastern) had been busy during the night and had laid about 150 feet of 
track across their grade and richt of way. The iron and ties had been 
hauled out during the dead hour of the night and securely spiked into 


a section of R.R. track. 


ee - a= 


R oR ° War 


Col. Dudley, who had charge of the Narrow Geure work was mad, but he 
went ot work immediately and bvilt his track Bn Aa the obstruction & 
then gathered all his men tocether and dumped the whole 150 feet of 
track off his richt of way, twistine the new rails into an ugly snarl. 
A few dave later, the ©.8.2.P. men got even. The 2."".". commenced 
building their switch in Prizer's field which was discuted sn 
next mornins they found the trac 211 to 1 rayne 4 ieeaete ve 
Seo.e72. Lron >iled: dow in Lts etace Th a o. Ww cd ae EE Ss a8 

: : Ylace, es .¢.".-cfoss gent for SO more 
men and they came in from the grading camp. By noon they had the iron 
removed and the track relaid. Thev returned from dinner intime to hear 
the yell of triumph as the ¢.3.& P. men turned over the last rasa. 

They had pulled it over with teams, The 8.&.W. men relaid the track, 
ran a dozen loaded cars onto it and left a evard of 30 ten to watch it 
that nisht. 

After this the ficht was transferred to the street throuch town. 
The B.& V¥. got an ordinance vassed by the town council crantine then 
the right to the street. The €.3.@ P. os id the EVTTRPRIST a dollar an 
hour to hold its forms onen a while, but wes unable to cet a like 
ordinance ready for oublication in the same issue of the EXTERERISE 
The B.& W. thus claimed the first rieht and located its track in thé 
center of the street. It also claimed exclusive right to the street 
across the block south of the schoolhouse which had never been recorded 
as a street. They fenced it uv at both ends of the block and when the 
street commissioner, Wm. Bidwell, tore down the fence, they had him 
arrested and taken to Washington but the case was not rushed. The court 
desided it was not legally a street but belonged to the B.& W. Co. The 
Gee. cH. othentput a’sheriff sUrveon?toconcern it for "their use. The 
jury awarded the B.¢ WwW, #500 but the Nerrov Gauge wovld not recieve it 
or recognize the richt of the C.8.&@ P. to condemn pnroverty, claiming 
it was not a railroad but a construction conmoany.. The B.& W. then 
built a spur and ran a train of box cars off and unset them arainst 
MeiIntirés (now Al?fires') vard fence to shut off the hated rival. The 
rival forces gathered in town to the number of 100 or more on each 
Sidevand “things began¥te get interesting. The 6.3.& P. backed an 
engine down and hooked on to the first ditched 8.¢ VW. car but the 3 & W 
men sot it loose. The next time 50 men stood guard and the car was 
jerked out but this time the chain broke and the 3.& W. men recantured 
the car. The B.& %¥. men tnen chained the cars to the track. After 
several hours of fruitless effort the C.B.é P. gave it un and bought 
a right to run a temsorary track around McIntires' house. Eventually 
the Court, Judee Lewis, decided the matter in favor of the C.B.& P. 
which then put its track back where it wanted it. 

But the big battle of the war was fourht out in the bottom this 
side of Skunk river at Coppock. Both convanies wanted to cross the 
river at exactly the same place. O, this side they each clained vir- 
tually the same right of way. The B.* W. had a force at work building 
the dump west from the river and the C,B.& P. people were building to 
meet them from the other direction. O Saturday, June LOD RUNS -Se dec 
began laying iron on their dump and thé C.B.é P. decided to drive them 
off andcapture their works. In a few hours they had 192 horses and 
250 men on the grounds intending to overwhelm the small B & W ferce 
and take the grade they had built and finish it for the C.B.& P road, 
The B&W men sent vost haste to Brighton for help and all the available 


men here and on the line were sent to Coppock. 
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That night the two armtes bivouaced facings each other on their 
respective works and received reinforcements. Provisions were broucht 
to them by the wagon load and thevate and sleot without movine from 
the contested ground. The B.&.W. peovle were only able to cet 150 
men and 52 horses to the front when the C.B.& P,. people charged them on 
Sunday morning. The Narrow Gauge men made as gallant defense as vossible, 
holding up biz poles in front to stop the Charge, and steering the 
advancing mules off the dump into a Slousth of water where some of them 
Came near drwewning. But the C.3.& P. men were too many &nd gradually 
drove them back canturins about 200 feet of their dump during the day. 
Sheriff O'Laughlin was on hands Sunday with instructions to arrect 
every C.B.&.P. man found on the B.&.W. dump, but he could not arrest 
200 men and did nothing, though some 3.4 W. official had kindly provided 
him with two big boxes of handcuffs. All that nicht the men remained 
on the spot. Next morning the C.3.& P. peonle commenced grading the 
captured dump tin in lime with their own level, but the B.&é W. had an 
effective barricade and held the eneny from advancing farther. During 
the day an armistice was agreed to and both armies retired to their 
original postion pending a decision of the dissuted points to be 
submitted to Judge Lewis at Montezuma the following Fridey. That 
decision was acceoted as final and ended the famovs Brighton railroad 
war. Nobady was hurt but the contendine railroads which had to foot 
the bills. The men on both sides cot double vay and double time for 
the two Gays war, amounting to $28 each for man and team. 

The fight of the contending forces was pretty warm at times but 
always good natured among everybody excevt the bosses. The destruction 
olg property, .tearing uy tracks, etc, was a shameful business fut not 
criminal charges were made for both sides were equally guilty. Capt. 
Rodman's militia was held in readiness 4&t Wastington but never was 
ordered to the front or there might’ have been real trouble instead of 
a bloodless railroad war at Brighton} 
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XVIII 
A SEA CAPTAIN 


Captain Samuel C. Flitner came to Iowa in 1857 from the state of 
Maine and since that time has been known as one of our most resvected 
citizens, living on his farm one mile north of Brighton. Previous to 
coming here his life had been svent as a sailor and sea cantain, and 
in that cavacity he visited the principal vorts of the world. We 
consider his interesting experiences on the water a vart of Brighto_'s 
history on account of his long residence with us, and so give a brief ! 
sketch of his life as a sailor. 

Samuel C. Flitner was born at Gardner, Maine, Oct. 15, 1816 and is 
now nearly 84 years old but is hale and hearty yet. He went to sea as 
a sailor when he was 19 and made two vovazes to New Orleans and to 
Havana on a shiv called the May Abril, Cav Stearns. On the return 
trip while off Cape Hatteras the ship was overtaken by a terrible storn 
@ regular hurricane. Flitner saw the sea coming like a big black 
mountain and grabbed a mast to hold on. But the wave came over the 
deck and swept him off. The ship was knocked over on her side by the 
force of the wind and wave togetter, and two other sailors besides 
Mr. Flitner were carried overboard. Mr. Flitner clutched a rove while 
struggling in the water and when the wave had vassed over the ship 
righted herself and he was found hansing over her side, and rescued. 

One of the other men was found holding to the mast seventy feet above 
the deck, where he had caught on while going through the rigging with 
the wave. The other man was drowned. 

This startling experinece did not disvourarce him, but he next sailed 
with the schooner, Warsaw, and staved with it two years, plying between 
New York and the southern ports in the cotton trade. He now returned 
home and went to school a year to finish his education and then sailed 
again. 

In 1839 he went as mate for Capt. Colburn on thw schooner Bunker Hill 
in the coast cotton trade and carried one cargo of supplies down to Fla. 
for the government and éelivered it to Zack Taylor who was fighting the 
Seminole Indians in what is known as the Florida war. 

In 1840 he went as mate with his brother Capt. Wm. Flitner on the 
brig Choctaw, and continued in that cavacity until 1845 when he £ 
succeeded his brother in command of the ship. During these five years 
he made many voyages to Europe carrying cotton to Italian ports and 
bringing back fruit. One interesting voyage was made to Africa, 

Janding at Bathurst on the Ganbia river with a cargo of leaf tobacco 
for the natives and mchanged it for a cargo of peanuts. The round trip 
was made from New Orleans in 80 days, a record breaker for those days. 

In 1846 he went home and was married to Miss Saphronia Jackson, who 
4s still his fatibful mate after a voyage of 54 years. Capt. Flitner 
took his bride with him the next voyage, which was to Cadiz, Spain, with 
@ cargo of staves. In mid ocean 4 northwester struck the ship and nearly 
swamped her. The mainyard was blown out and a bie wave washed ofer the 
deck, taking part of the cargo with it. Capt. Flitner then set all hands 
to work throwing the cargo overboard to lighten the ship, and she rode 
through the storm successfully, Mrs, Flitner made several other voyages | 
with her husband after that but did not live upon the ship, having their | 


“ hone at Gardner, Maine. 
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Flitner, contd 


In 1848 the Choctaw took a cargo of railroac ties to Aspinwall, the 
eastern terminus of the Panana railroad, and Capt. Flitner was present 
‘at the ovenins ceremonies of that @igantic entervrise and saw the first 
piling driven. The buildine of that xe railroad cost, it is said, a 


human life for every tie in it, on account of the terrible fever that 
rages in that climate. 

In 1852 Cant. Flitner was fiven command of the Merion, a much larger 
ship, by the same omer. The Marion carried 2 crew of 15 men. For 2 
years he managed this shio as a mervhant vessel Poin? {rom Sort to port 
as he found it vcrofitable. 

In 1854 he reciened his commission with the Merion and took command 
of the John Merrick. She was a large ship of 700 tons and carried a 
crew of 21 men. The John Merrick was owned by a stock comoany and 
Holmes Tupper, (vsrandfather of c.H.Llovd of Brighton) was a heavy stock- 
holder and the shin's husband or manacer, For the next 2 three years 
he sailed the seas o'er natinz many successful vovaces to all the princinal 
ports of the world, 

In 1856 he made a very interectin- vovaze, After unloading a cargo 
of cotton at Livernool from New Orleans, the English bovernment chartered 
the shio to carry a cargo of hay to the Enzlish army in frontof 
Sevastonol. This was durine the Crimean war when the allied armies of 
Engtand and France were beseigings the Russian city, This wes 4 
dangerous undertakin> but there was money in it. +he contract called 
for $100 ner Gay exura ior tine lost’ on”™account of the war. At constan- 
Rinovle he zot orders to co to Balkalava, a vort. near Sevastovol and 
unload his cargo. But after crossing the Black Sea he found this port 
blocked and had to wait there 50 davs. 

During, this time Cant. Flitner got a chance to see some of the war. 
The Russians  crotected Sevastorol from the British navy by sinking a 
fleet of their own vessels in the harbor. One nighte the bes#eged 
Russians made a sortie and attacked the British, and Caot. Flitner 
Watched the exovloding shells and listened to the boom of cannon and 
crack of rifles unsleasantly near. “ext morning he saw ambulances 
gather up the dad and wounded. 

Finally the wav wes clearer and the shin entered the harbor 
anc unloaded ita carzo. “This was one of the most vorofitable voyvares he 
ever made, : 

Doonmanter thas in 1357, Cant. Flitner; sevine “decided to retire from 
the sea, sold his interest in the ship, resisned his commission as 
Captain and came’ to Iowa to buy a hone for himself where he could be 
with his family on dry land. The next veer they came here and have 
occupied the same farm ever since, addin= to it by one or two purchases, 


THE END 
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- ?PHE TUPPER FAMILY 


During the decade from 1360 to 1870 no name was so familiar 
. _ to bee keepers of the United States as that of Ellen S. Tupper 
| of Brighton, Iowa. On all things pertaining to the apiary, she 
was the recognized authority, and articles from her prolific pen 
iz on the habits of the little busy bee were gladly copied by every 
) bee Journal in the land. 
Our Brighton Reminiscences would be incomplete without a 
sketch of the Tuppers. 

The Tupper family came to Brighton nearly half a century ago 
from the far east.(This account was written in 1900.) They 
occupied the old Fleak house for many years and afterwards bought 
the place north of town which is still known as the old Tupper 
farm. Mrs. Tupper's name was Ellen and her husband's name was . 
Allen, but Ellen was the one best known by everybody. She Wee va 
woman of wonderful energy and endless ambition. They were both 
well educated for those days and Mrs. Tupper had already attracted 
attention as a magazine story writer. 


They raised a family of five children besides losing three, 


one by the cholera at Brighton in 1854. The children, especially 


rey 


preachers after leaving Brighton and are now exvounding of the 
Bospel according to their resvective creeds to Unitarian and 
Christian Science congregations in Sioux Falls and Los Angeles. 
Mr. Tupper himself, while well educated and smart in a way, was 
impractical and visionary. It is related of him that he once 
went to the woods to cut a log and felled the tree upon the 


wagon to save loading. The wagon was smashed and this convinced 


him that a log is heavier in the tree than when loaded the old 


way. He also cut the fingers from a pair of buck gloves and 
fastened them in a trough of milk for his calves to suck, and 
they nearly starved to death before he would give up that the 
idea was not practical. He once vut all the hay from a 20 acre 
meadow into one stack, and he built the base of his pyramid so 
large he did not have hay enough to top it out. 

Mrs. Tupper, however, wes intensely practical and made 
everything she undertook go. She was a school teacher and rode 
to school one term on horseback, carrying her baby back and 
forth with her and caring for it while verforming her duties 
as a teacher; and it is not recoré@déd that she ever neglected 
either. When any one was cisk among the neighbors she w as 
there day and night as nurse and doctor, and she was not afraid 
Glany contagionae Whenmhervchild died of cholera she herself 
closed its eyes, and then continued her duties with the sick 
during the rest of that awful-enidemic. It was her intense 
energy a8 well as her natural intelligence that brought her 
{nto national prominence as ap apiarist. 

Along in the 60s bee keeping was very profitable inthe 
west and the introduction of the moveable hive and other 
inventions had opened up new possibilities in the wag pf 


handling bees for profit. 


; | -3- 

Mrs. Tupper started an aviary and began to study the habits 
and instincts of the bee with her usual industry, and it was by 
giving the results of these observations and experiments to the 

public through the bee and agricultural Journals that she began 
to attract public attention to herself as an expert beekeeper. 
Her name stood as editor of one bee journal for a time, which 
was published in the east but she did all her literary work in 
Brighton. 

About this time the Italian bee was introduced into this 
country. It was larger than the common black bee and strivsed 
with yellow bands. t'rs. Tupoer seized this opportunity to 
make a lot of money by raising Italian queens bees and sending 
them by mail or express to any vart of the country upon receipt 
of $10 each. This wonderful Italian bee was to make honey from 
the common red clover and there was no limit to its virtues as 
a poney oroducer according to these writers who had queen bees 
to sell. Mrs. Tunver's crominence as a bee woman gave her the 
cream of this business. People came by wagon if they were in 
reach to see her apiary and buy queen bees. If too far away 
they seht the money and had their precious queens sent by 
Mail. The raising of queens is a very simple matter and if 
the demand had only held up Mrs. Tupper soon would have become 
a millionaire. But bee keepers found they could not raise 
pure Italian bees from queens alone and the hybrids they got 
from their $10 queens were only superior in their ability and 
disposition to sting. S650 the deman fell off and the price 
went down accordingly until the profit was gone and the 
principal source of Mrs. Tupper's bee revenue was cut off. 
Still she made money out of her aplary as a honey producer 
and more with her pen. 
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She had a faculty of describing her observations in a very 
taking way, but was not so scrupulous as to spoil a pet theory 
by giving the exact facts. Her ambition was to be mown as the 
greatest authority on bees in America and for a while she reached 
it by announcing discoveries she never made. Her theories were 
taken for granted in those days, but now there is a strong 
suspicion tha in her writings on the subject she sometimes 
sacrificed truth to literary effect and personal ambition. 

In 1872, after her fame had already began to wane, a Des 
moines man became interested in Mrs. Tupper and bought a half 
interest in her aviary. The vartnershin embraced a comprehensive 
plan to keep bees on a large scale according to Mrs. Tupper's 
advanced theories and with Des Moines am the firm's headquarters. 
The Tuppers sold the farm and moved to Des Moines, shipping the 
bees. 

But the Des Moines man soon found he had invested in air 
castles, and that some things sounded nice on vaver which did 
not pan out in the real test. About the first thing he found 
out was that his money was invested in dead bees. Then he sued 
for the recovery of his money, claiming that the bees were 
@ead before they left Brighton, and that she had sold him 
dead bees. The defense was that the bees had died after reaching 
Des Moines while in storage and was caused by an accidental fire 
in the cellar by which the bees were killed by heat and smoke., 
and Mrs. Tupper retired permanently from the bee profession. 

later she was accused of forgery and an indictment found, 
but as it was done under peculiar circumstancee the authorities 
dropped the matter on the ground that she had bemn done it 
while temporarily insane. 

From Des Moines the Tuppers moved to Dakota where Nr. Tupper 


died, and after that Mrs. Tupper lived with her daughters who 
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